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INTRODUCTION

KATHLEEN ROGERS, PRESIDENT, EARTHDAY. ORG

The EARTHDAY. ORG Theme for Earth Day, 2024 of Planet vs. 
Plastics, alongside our core campaigns, primarily End Plastics, 
Climate Education, The Great Global Cleanup and Fashion for 
the Earth, triggered action and media coverage all over the world.

Earth Day 2024 focused on several core missions under this powerful Theme: advocat-
ing for awareness of the health risks of plastics, reducing plastic production by 60% by 
2040, promoting climate education in every K-12 classroom, combating fast fashion, and 
encouraging public participation in the Great Global Cleanup.

Our efforts dominated the media landscape, as we collaborated with policymakers, 
hundreds of thousands of public members, fellow activists, and NGOs to advance our 
campaigns and win hearts and minds. Here’s a snapshot of our achievements to date 
in 2024.
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2024 KEY EARTHDAY. ORG ACHIEVEMENTS

PLANET VS. PLASTICS
The EARTHDAY. ORG (EDO) Theme for 2024 is ‘PLANET VS PLASTICS,’ 
chosen specifically to highlight the human health risks posed by 
microplastics and their toxic additives, notably BPAs, PFSAs, and 
phthalates. Independent research has discovered that they are 
associated with cancers, Alzheimer’s, ADHD and other neuro-
divergences, male fertility, miscarriage, heart attacks, strokes and 
a range of endocrine related illnesses.
Image: EARTHDAY. ORG lights up the Supreme Court of Canada in Ottawa at INC-4, April 21, 2024

WE MADE PLASTICS PERSONAL
We began by forging new partnerships 
with organizations across the globe, 
from small public advocacy groups to 
law groups working on ‘environmental’ 
issues, EARTHDAY. ORG was able to create 
a bedrock on which to build our anti-plas-
tics messaging – the key take out being 
that plastics is a human health issue. 
Until now, the focus on plastics in the 

press, among the public, and in policy 
making has primarily centered on plastic 
pollution rather than its impact on human 
health.

EARTHDAY. ORG played a significant role 
in successfully shifting this focus – regard-
less of whether we continue producing 
virgin plastics (over 400 million metric 
tonnes is produced annually worldwide) 
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or aim to recycle more plastics (only 9% of 
all plastic produced is currently recycled 
globally), all plastic affects human, 
animal, and environmental health. 

EARTHDAY. ORG (EDO) worked tirelessly 
to spread this crucial message globally by 
generating content and coverage on this 
important story.

 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: PLANET VS. PLASTICS

EARTHDAY. ORG (EDO) specifically garnered over 10,500+ media mentions by exact 
name, worth $100 million in earned media. In the US, 51% of the leading 81 news pro-
viders linked back to EARTHDAY. ORG. Here are some highlights:

 z A key Op Ed1 in The Hill, written by EDO President Kathleen Rogers, published on 
Earth Day, challenged the plastic industry to come clean.

 z Another EDO written, Op Ed, Commentary: Plastics, You and a Global Treaty2, was 
syndicated (Bay to Bay News, PressReader.com, Valley City Times, New Jersey 
Star Ledger, My Journal Courier, The Las Vegas Sun, Common Dreams and Fort 
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, and more)

 z The Vatican News3 backed EDO, with EDO staff on Italian Radio.4

 z EARTHDAY. ORG staff, featured in over 25 podcasts, e.g.: THE CREATIVE PROCESS 
PODCAST5 with Mia Funk and Listen Notes6. Climate Confident Podcast7, 6PR Radio, 
Islam Radio Today, Earthlings Podcast8 and NPR: This Green Earth Podcast9, The 
Sustainable Living Podcast and Harvesting Wisdom Podcast.10 Our staff featured 
on over 80 local US news stations like this: Earth Day calls for 60% reduction 
in plastic production on WJLA11 and Earth Day 2024: Planet Vs. Plastics � WCCB 
Charlotte’s CW12, talking about plastics and health

 z We were on Scripp’s Newsline and Morning Rush, plus BBC World Today, CBC’s, 
What On Earth13, Fox Weather14 and AccuWeather Report.15¡¡

 z EDO was everywhere e.g. BBC16¡¡ to The Grist17, USA Today18, Times Union19, Forbes20, 
AP News21, The Hechinger Report22, My Green Pod23, Variety24, USA Today25, Yahoo! 
Life26, The Good Men Project27, Green Economy Media28, Hindustan Times29, 
Scottish Sun30, Planet Against Plastic31, The Salon32, Dezeen33, Philippines and 
EDO34, NC Newsline35, People’s Defender36, GWP, Plastics – What You Need to 
Know, 5 easy actions you can take to care for the planet � AS USA37, etc.

 z 1000’s of NGO and other partners covered our Theme, e.g. Suston Magazine38, UN 
Plastics Treaty Must Protect Health39, Sustainability Magazine40, DOGO NEWS41, 
It’s Time for Grantmakers to Be Bold and Take Risks � EGA42, Town and Country43, 
Gatesville Messenger.44

https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/4610461-the-harms-of-plastics-are-getting-personal/
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/opinion/article/plastics-global-treaty-susan-bass-19389336.php
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-04/on-earth-day-pope-urges-responsibility-for-our-common-home.html
https://www.giornaleradiosociale.it/audio/54-giornata-mondiale-della-terra/
https://www.creativeprocess.info/one-planet1/earthdayorg-kathleen-rogers-mia-funk-r6lp7-x9fem-hwllj
https://www.creativeprocess.info/one-planet1/earthdayorg-kathleen-rogers-mia-funk-r6lp7-x9fem-hwllj
https://amp.listennotes.com/podcasts/philosophy-ideas/kathleen-rogers-president-of-yVOWu5qlSGI/amp/
https://www.climateconfidentpodcast.com/1329991/14678257
https://earthlingspodcast.com/episodes/s4e16-earth-day-end-plastic-pollution/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6mUirV62P2Rcv2aI28gjru?si=JnytyZdJRLi3aqoCfyGl7Q&nd=1&dlsi=fefb825a03c94cb6
https://www.kark.com/business/press-releases/ein-presswire/705500256/harvesting-wisdom-a-new-podcast-cultivating-sustainable-solutions-for-a-changing-world-launches-today/
https://wjla.com/news/nation-world/earth-day-organizers-call-for-60-reduction-in-plastic-production-by-2040-bottles-bags-recycle-recycling-reducing-reusing-trash-landfill-scientists-studies-greenhouse-gas-emissions-health-world-globe-planet-oceans-humans-animals-consumption
https://wjla.com/news/nation-world/earth-day-organizers-call-for-60-reduction-in-plastic-production-by-2040-bottles-bags-recycle-recycling-reducing-reusing-trash-landfill-scientists-studies-greenhouse-gas-emissions-health-world-globe-planet-oceans-humans-animals-consumption
https://www.wccbcharlotte.com/2024/04/22/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics/
https://www.wccbcharlotte.com/2024/04/22/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics/
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-429-what-on-earth/clip/16057536-can-earth-day-badass-again
https://www.foxweather.com/watch/play-715c2bce8001457
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Dz36TnDSDG2NumO9YIp6GjdhfjzlFEOx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Dz36TnDSDG2NumO9YIp6GjdhfjzlFEOx
https://grist.org/looking-forward/on-the-agenda-this-earth-day-a-global-treaty-to-end-plastic-pollution/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2024/02/06/when-is-earth-day-2024/72189078007/
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/reducing-plastic-earth-day-s-urgent-2024-theme-19404216.php
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffkart/2024/02/16/this-earth-day-is-about-the-planet-vs-plastics-and-organizers-are-pushing-petitions-and-education/?sh=6ed6642665bb
https://apnews.com/press-release/business-wire/movies-animation-and-comics-8f808f5dcf4242e4be4442420902f5e5
https://hechingerreport.org/column-the-climate-change-lesson-plans-teachers-need-and-dont-have/
https://www.mygreenpod.com/magazine/
https://variety.com/2024/artisans/news/oppenheimer-spider-man-across-the-spider-verse-advanced-imaging-society-lumiere-awards-1235902949/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2024/02/06/when-is-earth-day-2024/72189078007/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/shopper-thrilled-discovering-luxury-product-190000281.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/shopper-thrilled-discovering-luxury-product-190000281.html
https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/toddlers-put-everything-in-their-mouths-babies-and-the-risks-of-microplastics/
https://greeneconomy.media/how-responsible-forestry-can-be-part-of-a-plastic-pollution-solution/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/festivals/world-earth-day-2024-date-theme-history-significance-activities-to-observe-and-why-do-we-celebrate-the-day-101713685761880.html
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/OP-ED-EARTH-DAY.pdf
https://cefalunews.org/2024/02/01/pianeta-contro-plastica-e-il-tema-dellearth-day-2024-a-cui-aderisce-il-festival-del-cinema-di-cefalu/
https://www.salon.com/2024/04/22/is-earth-day-greenwashed-and-obsolete-some-climate-experts-argue-its-core-message-has-been-diluted/
https://www.dezeen.com/author/aidan-charron/
https://www.ilovedeped.net/2024/03/earth-month-in-philippines-planet-vs.html
https://www.ilovedeped.net/2024/03/earth-month-in-philippines-planet-vs.html
https://ncnewsline.com/2024/04/22/monday-numbers-earth-day-2024-and-the-environmental-challenges-posed-by-plastics/
https://www.peoplesdefender.com/2024/04/18/planet-vs-plastic-earth-day-2024/
https://en.as.com/latest_news/earth-day-2024-5-easy-actions-you-can-take-to-care-for-the-planet-n/
https://sustonmagazine.com/2023/08/10/earthday-org-we-need-to-choose-planet-vs-plastics/
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/event/ppc-webinar-041724
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/event/ppc-webinar-041724
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics
https://www.dogonews.com/2024/4/16/earth-day-2024-highlights-the-perils-of-plastic-pollution
https://ega.org/highlight/earth-day-and-beyond-it%E2%80%99s-time-grantmakers-be-bold-and-take-risks
https://www.countryandtownhouse.com/culture/green-heroes-kathleen-rogers/
https://www.gatesvillemessenger.com/stories/live-more-sustainably-this-earth-day-and-beyond,22734
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WE HIGHLIGHTED HOW PLASTICS HARM BABIES
Images: Babies vs. Plastics Report, and Aidan Charron, EDO’s Director of End Plastic Initiatives

Part of our campaign for driving media 
coverage towards the health issues 
associated with plastics involved pub-
lishing a meta-analysis report, BABIES 
Vs. PLASTICS45, in November 2023. This 
well-received EDO report studied over 
300 peer reviewed science papers and 
articles reporting on the health impact 
of microplastics and their additive 
chemicals specifically on infants. Why? 
Because babies are the most at risk of 
plastic exposure due to key develop-
mental stages, teething and crawling. 
Both of which make them susceptible to 
ingesting and inhaling microplastics. Our 
report highlighted research that pointed 

to an association between microplastics 
(and their additive chemicals) with inter-
rupted maternal-fetal communication46, 
potentially damaged DNA47, autism48 and 
other endocrine disruption issues such 
as early onset puberty49 and cancers50, 
including the prostate gland of fetuses.51

A wave of media coverage with hundreds 
of major picks-ups across the global press 
followed with 500+ significant media 
placements in English alone (excluding 
social media). With many more in other 
languages, for example 150+ in Spanish. 
This gave us a projected audience of 
69.9 million, educating parents on plastics.

 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: BABIES VS. PLASTICS

 z In the UK, The Guardian52 carried an EDO Op Ed.

 z The Plastic Pollution Coalition added the report to their online research library

 z The ‘Finding Genius Podcast’ featured an episode with three EDO staff53

 z New Lede article EWG: Plastics pose health risks for babies54, report reveals

 z Microplastics in Babies55 – Scary Science Meets Eerie Silence, 243: Microplastics, 
Transition Plans, and The Beginning of The End of The Climate Crisis?56, MSN57

 z Extensive syndicated press coverage – e.g. Babies vs. Plastics: The public health 
problem of our time58 as well as 1000’s of blog pickups – Econation.59

BABIES VS. PLASTICS

“Our reliance on plastics could 
be the biggest gamble in the 
story of human health, in history. 
We are all ingesting and inhaling 
microplastics. They are 
everywhere. Are we just hoping 
they are safe, or is even the 
remotest possibility they might 
be toxic so terrifying, that we 
can’t contemplate it?”

~Kathleen Rogers
  President, EARTHDAY.ORG

PRINCIPAL EDITORS

Aidan Charron
Bachelor of Science, Biology
Director, End Plastics Initiatives
EARTHDAY.ORG

Jacob Wunsh
Master of Arts, English
EARTHDAY.ORG

WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO
Lauren Lightcap, Taylor Tagliavia & Alexis Ellis

Disclaimer: this image is generated by AI

https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/BVP-Report.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/BVP-Report.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/23/21/12743
https://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/23/21/12743
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0045653521002745?via%3Dihub
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35134716/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0890623822000545#:~:text=Increasing%20evidence%20shows%20that%20the,prenatal%20BPA%20exposure%20remains%20unknown.
https://academic.oup.com/jnci/article-abstract/114/6/885/6531974?redirectedFrom=fulltext&login=false
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/expert-answers/bpa/faq-20058331#:~:text=Exposure%20to%20BPA%20is%20a,2%20diabetes%20and%20cardiovascular%20disease.
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/nov/30/babies-in-the-global-south-are-being-poisoned-by-plastic-from-the-north-yet-they-are-missing-from-the-data
https://www.findinggeniuspodcast.com/podcasts/discussing-the-pollution-crisis-from-a-sustainable-perspective/
https://www.thenewlede.org/2023/11/plastics-pose-broad-health-risks-for-babies-report-reveals/
https://www.theearthandi.org/post/microplastics-in-babies-scary-science-meets-eerie-silence
https://www.outrageandoptimism.org/episodes/microplastics-transition-plans-and-the-beginning-of-the-end-of-the-climate-crisis?hsLang=en
https://www.outrageandoptimism.org/episodes/microplastics-transition-plans-and-the-beginning-of-the-end-of-the-climate-crisis?hsLang=en
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/earth-day-2024-theme-announced-as-planet-vs-plastics/ar-BB1jQoFV
https://www.mlive.com/reckon/2024/04/babies-vs-plastics-the-public-health-problem-of-our-timeand-how-you-can-help.html
https://www.mlive.com/reckon/2024/04/babies-vs-plastics-the-public-health-problem-of-our-timeand-how-you-can-help.html
https://econation.one/blog/planet-vs-plastics/
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WE ENGAGED SCIENCE ORGANIZATIONS, US GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS AND PUBLIC HEALTH EXPERTS

The combined impact of the Babies 
vs. Plastics report and the work of 
EARTHDAY. ORG’s successful roll-out of 
the Planet vs. Plastics Theme, featured in 
multiple science publications, including 
the prestigious American Chemical Soci-
ety’s brand new magazine60, Sustainable 
Resource Management. Our staff were 
special guests on an Earth Day webinar 
hosted by the American GeoSciences 
Institute, entitled Breaking Down Micro-
plastics61, which aired on Earth Day.

Working alongside respected science 
organizations like this, to share insight, is 
something that EDO will do much more 
of moving forward.

As well as making significant in-roads 
with the science community, EDO teams 
presented to hundreds of the staff at 
multiple leading public health bodies, 
organizations and government depart-
ments as well. Including the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
National Institute of Health (NIH), United 
States Geological Survey (USGS), US 
Department of Interior (USDI), and the 
US Department of Health and Human 
Services (NHHS) – to brief them specif-
ically on the Babies vs. Plastics report. 

Other government bodies such as the 
State of Maryland62 official Facebook site 
even carried the Babies report, as did the 
National Park Service.63

In fact we can report, after working with 
Media Monitoring agency, AKAS Research, 
that EARTHDAY. ORG has the highest 
number of government depts/agencies 
linking back to us than other similar 
organizations, with 225 global govern-
ment departments directly naming and 
linking back to EDO. The NGO closest to 
us had just 170 link backs, with a global 
budget of $250+million.

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acssusresmgt.4c00124
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acssusresmgt.4c00124
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80Rya-ZOJ7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80Rya-ZOJ7g
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.earthday.org%2Fbabies-vs-plastics-what-every-parent-should-know%2F&h=AT2ynrrf8moWPoGQyzeDLc-Ft0WBJnuAj_I-Hy09OH6vC3nhvi1eH9lC5SNjDccp3I9N32-cxu5_P7Hr8PL1p9XGwYLBFmB-BENeiLJyvxXInV7lCUIHNi6eJDcdTiKfqoy3-J0&s=1
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/earth-day-2024-planet-plastics.htm
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GLOBAL PLASTIC TREATY NEGOTIATORS HEARD US
We generated domestic and global press 
coverage with the Babies Vs. Plastics 
report, drawing much needed attention 
to the dangers of microplastics and their 
toxic chemicals on human health, espe-
cially infants.

But EARTHDAY. ORG was also at the 
UN Global Plastic Treaty negotiations, 
(INC-4), in Ottawa over Earth Week, 2024. 
We were at the heart of pushing for both 
a reduction in plastic production and rec-
ognition of its impact on human health, 
especially infants. We also made our 
voices heard in other ways.

EARTHDAY. ORG, in collaboration with 
numerous other NGOs, spent months 
organizing a successful march in Ottawa 
on April 21. 

Over 2,000 activists and local residents 
participated, demanding fair and mean-
ingful negotiations on reducing plastic 
production, knowing that the negotiators 
were in town and could not avoid hearing 
them. The plight of indigenous commu-
nities blighted by the plastic industry 
was specifically highlighted and it was 
this community who graciously led the 
speeches beforehand.

 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: FROM THE MARCH

 z April 21, EDO featured as a major interviewee on Canada’s largest news outlet, CBC 
News: Demonstrators march through Ottawa64

 z April 22, Aidan Charron, EDO’s Director of End Plastic Initiatives, featured on 
Canada’s The Weather Network65 throughout the day in Canada on a loop!

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/demonstrators-march-through-ottawa-call-for-end-to-plastic-pollution-1.7180347
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/demonstrators-march-through-ottawa-call-for-end-to-plastic-pollution-1.7180347
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYN5xY4q3Q0
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PROJECTIONS 
CAMPAIGN: ONE
EARTHDAY. ORG kept the pressure on 
INC-4 negotiators (over 130 of whom 
were fossil fuel and plastic industry lob-
byists) by projecting forthright slogans 
onto prominent Ottawa city buildings on 
the eve of Earth Day, April 21. 

The messaging was simple, to the point 
and aimed at the plastic industry – 
PLASTIC IS TOXIC and WE KNOW YOU 
KNOW. We know that for years the fossil 
fuel industry hid what they knew about 
Greenhouse Gases and their impact on 
climate change. Is the plastic industry 
hiding what they know about the health 
implications of ingesting and inhaling 
microplastics and their toxic chemicals? 
History suggests that they do.

PROJECTION 
CAMPAIGN: TWO
This initial use of slogans, PLASTIC IS 
TOXIC and WE KNOW YOU KNOW, was 
followed with new slogans on April 23, 
when EDO projected the sentiment, 
Plastics Doesn’t Give a Fork, across from 
the Shaw Centre, the building where 
the UN Global Plastic Treaty negotia-
tions would take place. This was a direct 
message aimed at delegates inside these 
negotiations.

Images: EDO and OAAA launched both the “Fork” and 
the ‘Not Natural’ campaigns simultaneously



9

EARTHDAY. ORG BILLBOARDS – 
ACROSS THE US AND AFRICA 

These projections mirrored an 
EARTHDAY. ORG, 2024 billboard campaign, 
which we successfully launched across 
the US on April 18 nearly simultaneously.

Working in conjunction with the Out of 
Home Advertising Association of America 
(OAAA), the leading trade group repre-
senting the entire US out of home (OOH) 
advertising industry. 

We ran the same billboard with Alliance 
Media, in Africa, who displayed the Earth 
Day 2024 Fork Campaign in Zimbabwe, 
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Ghana, Mau-
ritius, Ethiopia, and Botswana over four 
consecutive days of Earth Week, raising 
awareness to millions of people across 
the continent. We were able to keep 
shining a light on the dangers of plastics 
on human health.

Images: EDO and OAAA launched both the “Fork” and 
the ‘Not Natural’ campaigns simultaneously

EARTHDAY. ORG IN TIMES 
SQUARE, NEW YORK 

Times Square One: We recruited Rovio’s 
Angry Birds to get REALLY angry about 
plastic trash harming real birds, by 
sending their own message, from April 
15 to April 21, in New York City’s Times 
Square (showing 72 times a day).

Times Square Two: On April 22, 
EARTHDAY. ORG began displaying our 
own message, PLASTIC IS TOXIC, in Times 
Square, which ran for another five days 
till April 27th. Collectively this messaging 
reached millions of people. 
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  COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
PROJECTIONS AND BILLBOARDS

 z Over 400 media pick-ups on Plastics Doesn’t Give a Fork campaign – from 
Finance Yahoo66 to Print India67, Plastic Industry Doesn’t Give a Fork, About The 
Planet: EARTHDAY. ORG, Business Today, Street Insider, Asia One and more.

 z The Angry Birds campaign made the specialist advertising and gaming press; PR 
WEEK68, Rocket Gamers Biz69, Ads of Brands70, as well as EDO’s own news page 
too: ANGRY BIRDS ARE ANGRY AT PLASTICS71

 z As well as garnering this earned media, EDO created a special BIRDS VS PLASTICS 
landing page online where gamers were able to learn more about why plastics 
impact birds so negatively. It received significant traffic over the month of April, 
with 146,315 views in total and an amazing 79,891 views during peak traffic on 
April 22 itself. This allowed us to reach a younger audience, very efficiently, and we 
suspect that this cohort skewed male.

 z PLASTIC IS TOXIC was picked up on over 400 sites, including: The Grist72, 
EARTHDAY. ORG, OAAA to make aware of plastic dangers to human health – 
MarTech Cube73, EARTHDAY. ORG partners with OAAA to bring awareness to the 
dangers of plastics to human health, Thailand Business News74, If Plastics Win, We 
Lose: UN Moves to End Plastic Pollution with Global Treaty Negotiation Hosted in 
Ottawa, Despite Meddling by “Big Plastic”75 and more.

Images: Angry Birds joined EARTHDAY. ORG to 
campaign against plastics to help real birds

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/plastic-industry-doesnt-fork-planet-090000055.html
https://www.screenprintindia.com/the-plastic-industry-doesnt-give-a-fork-about-the-planet-earthday-org/
https://www.prweek.com/article/1869804/brands-earth-day-2024-campaign-favorite
https://www.prweek.com/article/1869804/brands-earth-day-2024-campaign-favorite
https://www.pocketgamer.biz/rovios-angry-birds-environmental-campaign-comes-in-to-land-on-earth-day/
https://adsofbrands.net/en/news/birds-helping-birds-–-earth-day-push-from-rovio-uses-angry-birds-to-fight-plastic-waste/5894
https://www.earthday.org/angry-birds-are-angry-at-plastic/
https://grist.org/looking-forward/on-the-agenda-this-earth-day-a-global-treaty-to-end-plastic-pollution/
https://www.martechcube.com/earthday-org-oaaa-to-make-aware-of-plastic-dangers-to-human-health/amp/
https://www.thailand-business-news.com/thailand-prnews/earthday-org-partners-with-oaaa-to-bring-awareness-to-the-dangers-of-plastics-to-human-health
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/plastics-win-lose-un-moves-090000330.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/plastics-win-lose-un-moves-090000330.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/plastics-win-lose-un-moves-090000330.html
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WE TALKED PLASTICS WITH POLICY MAKERS
Left: EDO National Campaign Manager Evan Raskin and EDO Campus Coordinator Lee Franklin with dozens of US 
students, pose before 50 meetings with Congress, the EPA, and the Images: White House. Right: Evan and his students 
mentees outside Representative Keating’s office with one of his policy advisors.

In conjunction with other organizations working on the plastic 
problem, EARTHDAY. ORG staff met with representatives on Capitol 
Hill to educate political leaders on the dangers of plastics. Working 
with student activists they distributed the Babies vs. Plastics 
report, widely to congressional staff and advocated for the Break 
Free From Plastic Pollution Act and several break away bills. Details 
here: Legislation Report.76¡¡

EDO staff also encouraged congressional 
staff to push for a strong Global Plastics 
Treaty, one that encompasses the entire 
lifecycle of plastic and includes:

 z A phase down of production of plastics;

 z Elimination of toxic chemicals and 
mandating chemical transparency;

 z Restrict use of plastics in single-use 
products and packaging;

 z Ending the shipment of plastic waste 
from one country to another.

It should also be noted that in a joint state-
ment77 released on June 8, 2024, both 
President Biden and President Macron (of 
France) committed to “taking ambitious 
actions throughout the full life cycle of 
plastics to end plastic pollution and call 
upon the global community to do the 
same, with the aspiration to reduce the 
global production and consumption of 
primary plastic polymers.”

This is a critically important step forward 
as it is the first time that America has 
formally called for a reduction in plastic 
production, this is largely due to the 
continued and effective campaigning of 
EARTHDAY. ORG and our partner NGOs.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fOpit3oglEt9H11jj46iL6HYDIKCD2Wguu17QtjkR78/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/06/08/french-american-roadmap/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/06/08/french-american-roadmap/
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CLIMATE EDUCATION AND  
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
EARTHDAY. ORG has been advocating for decades 
for the integration of climate education into school 
curricula worldwide, from Kindergarten through 
Grade 12. Our goal is to ensure that the climate crisis 
is formally addressed and taught across as many 
subjects as possible. Be it a poem on wildfires in an 
English class, carbon dioxide emissions as a metric 
in math or renewable energy is investigated and 
explained in a science class , floods become a topic 
for an art class and much more.

WE HAVE A LONG HISTORY  
SUPPORTING CLIMATE EDUCATION

In recent years, EARTHDAY. ORG has 
championed this cause with even greater 
vigor, firmly believing that including 
climate education in the classroom is 
essential for managing the climate crisis. 
Here are some important highlights:

 z In 2017, we designated the Earth 
Day Theme as Climate Literacy and 
Launched A Three Year Campaign on 
Environmental and Climate Literacy.78

 z COP 25 in Madrid in 2019, EDO success-
fully lobbied the governments of Italy 

and Mexico to announce their support 
for climate education and released the 
Protect Our Species Climate Educa-
tion toolkit.79

 z At the G20, in 2021, EDO co-released 
the Joint Civil Society Statement on 
Climate Education Ambition80, signed 
by an international alliance of labor 
and teachers’ unions, green groups 
and many others.

 z COP 26 in Glasgow, 2021, EDO released 
the Declaration for Climate Education.81

 z COP 27 in Sharm El-Sheikh, 2022, we 
created a first-of-its-kind multimedia 
pavilion to promote climate education, 
hosted many High-Level events and 
formed the Climate Education Coali-
tion, with 90+ member organizations.

 z COP 28, in Dubai, 2023, our Climate 
Education team worked with 60 youth 
organizations under the demand of 
#Education4Earth

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-network-launches-three-year-campaign-environmental-climate-literacy-earth-day-2017/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-network-launches-three-year-campaign-environmental-climate-literacy-earth-day-2017/
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Climate-Education-Week-2019-Toolkit-Biodiversity.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Climate-Education-Week-2019-Toolkit-Biodiversity.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/joint-civil-society-statement-on-climate-education-ambition/
https://www.earthday.org/joint-civil-society-statement-on-climate-education-ambition/
https://www.earthday.org/declaration-for-climate-education/
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IN 2024 OUR CLIMATE EDUCATION TEAM TAKES OFF
With a new, dedicated climate education team in place we have been able to greatly 
expand our long-standing climate education advocacy efforts. Our climate education 
team are all former teachers, which has been an enormous boon in talking to fellow 
educators. They have actively developed a dynamic network of over 20,000 teachers and 
schools, strengthening and growing our partnerships along the way to new heights.
Images Top: Bryce Coon and Emily Walker advocating on the benefits of universal climate education Bottom: Bryce 
Coon teaching students about EARTHDAY. ORG

WE FORGED NEW PARTNERSHIPS

EDO’s climate education team was at 
the World Environmental Education 
Congress (WEEC82) in January of 2024, an 
important global gathering of research-
ers and practitioners in environmental 
education. They presented on the need 
for the incorporation of climate educa-
tion into curricula, that are solutions ori-
entated, and develop green skills in our 
students. They contributed to multiple 
international working groups too.

EDO’s team were at both National 
Science Teachers Association (NTSA) con-
ferences, one in the Fall of 2023 in Kansas 
City83 and one in the Spring of 2024 in 
Denver.84 They successfully expanded 
important connections with other orga-
nizations and communities, including: 
Take Action Global (TAG), Climate Mental 
Health Network, Prince George’s Counties 
Public Schools, Montgomery County 
Public Schools, National Educators Asso-
ciation, Subject to Climate, Organization 
of American States, Inter Development 
Bank and State Department through 
YLAI program.

NSTA also saw us host an EARTHDAY. ORG 
booth for the very first time to distribute 
information and resources to educators, 
administrators, and teacher trainers. Our 
booth proved to be hugely popular and 
much visited! We also organized a session 

https://www.iucn.org/story/202402/nature-based-education-championed-cec-delegation-12th-weec
https://www.nsta.org/kc23
https://www.nsta.org/kc23
https://www.nsta.org/national-conference-science-education-denver-2024
https://www.nsta.org/national-conference-science-education-denver-2024
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for attendees to highlight the importance 
of climate education and present edu-
cators with strategies and resources to 
develop and increase climate education 
and advocacy in their own classrooms.

The Organization of American States 
(OAS85) Permanent Council Meeting in 
April 2024 invited one of our staff to lead a 
presentation in Spanish. He advocated that 
all countries in attendance should include 
climate education in their Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs) and to sign 
EARTHDAY. ORG’s Global Plastics Petition.

We attended the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN), 
Education Summit86, in Los Angeles, in 
May 2024, to highlight the importance 
of climate education in preparing young 
people for a sustainable future and a 
career in a ‘green economy’.

This summit was followed by a working 
group in which EDO robustly repre-
sented the climate education perspec-
tive and outlined its benefits. We stressed 
that business and industries from across 
the planet are calling for a climate crisis 
literate workforce. As we face a shortage 
of workers for critically important green 
jobs, it is climate education that offers 
the solution. Each green job brings us 
closer to managing the climate crisis we 
have created by giving young people the 
knowledge, skills and motivation needed 
to fill those green collar jobs. This is an 
important reason why we believe in the 
power of climate education.

WE CHAMPIONED 
CLIMATE EDUCATION ON 
THE WORLD STAGE

EDO’s Director of Climate Education Bryce Coon pre-
senting at COP 28, Dubai.

 
EDO’s Regional Director (Africa), Jean-Betrand and 
Abhiir Bhalla of EDO’s My Future My Voice

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES — CONFER-
ENCE OF THE PARTIES (COP 28): 

EDO took an impressive team to Dubai 
to help build upon our achievements at 
EDO’s Climate Education Hub Pavilion (a 
first), at COP 27.

GERMANY — UNITED NATIONS FRAME-
WORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE:

 z In June 2024 we were in Bonn at the 
World Conference Center, attend-
ing the UNFCCC Conference. Before 
the conference kicked off, the three 
Presidents of COP 28, 29 and 30 
(known as the troika) issued a letter87 

https://www.oas.org/en/
https://iucn-members.us/event/1st-nature-based-education-summit/
https://unfccc.int/documents/637525
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asking all countries to enhance their 
climate policies ahead of 2025 NDC 
submissions.

 z To support this effort and make sure 
climate education was top of mind, 
EDO held bilateral meetings with 
the governments of Poland, Finland, 
Denmark, Uganda, Sierra Leone, 
Dominican Republic, UAE, Azerbai-
jan, Thailand, Tanzania, Colombia and 
Burkina Faso – all about integrating 
climate education into their NDCs in 
2025.

 z We participated in a closed meeting 
with UAE, Azerbaijan, UNICEF, 
UNESCO, Save the Children and other 
stakeholders, hosted by our partner, 
the Alana Foundation, highlighting the 
importance of integrating children’s 
rights and climate education into the 
agendas of COP 29 and COP 30. EDO’s 
staff took an active part in the Children 
Dialogues jointly hosted by the Alana 
Foundation and the UN.

 
Dennis Nolasco, Education Coordinator, presenting. 

URUGUAY: EDO staff were on the 
ground, working as a team, at the INTER-
NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE EXPO OF 
URUGUAY in June, 2024, to mark World 
Environment Day. Organized by the Envi-
ronment Ministry of Uruguay, the Expo 

gives a platform to work and concepts 
in support of a sustainable circular 
economy and meaningful environmental 
protection.

Meeting with Robert Bouvier Torterolo, Minister of the 
Environment, of Uruguay and EDO’s, Regional Director, 
South America, Rodolfo Beltran

Our staff personally delivered to Maria 
Del Lujan Jara, Director of Environment 
Education at the Ministry of the Environ-
ment of Uruguay, a proposed resolution 
on the inclusion of climate education into 
Uruguay’s NDC. The Minister of the Envi-
ronment for Uruguay, Robert Bouvier 
Torterolo, was also in attendance and the 
EDO team managed to both greet him 
and take a photo with him.

The Expo featured 200 stands, with sus-
tainable enterprises and civil society 
organizations all present, as well as repre-
sentatives from ministries, municipalities, 
educational institutions and the business 
community. The 8th annual convocation 
of Red Nacional de Educación Ambien-
tal (ReNEA) also took place within the 
expo. Our message was a call to action 
to include climate education specific 
language into the NDCs of every country 
in Latin America.
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EDO’s, Johnny Dabrowski, campaigning with youth delegates and Nile Rodgers at COP 28

THE CLIMATE EDUCATION COALITION EXCELLED

In addition to our core Washington DC-based Climate Education 
Team, we are fortunate to have dynamic youth activists working 
with us too, leading the Climate Education Coalition, which is made 
up of 90+ organizations from around the world, including Fridays 
For Future and the World Organization of the Scout Movement.

We formed the Coalition at COP 28 in 
2022 with a mission to inspire world 
youth leaders and activists to work col-
laboratively in preparing future and 
current generations to face the conse-
quences of the climate crisis. It is there-
fore no surprise that the Coalition actively 
promotes climate education in more 
than 20 countries and regularly hosts 
press conferences, lobbies policymak-
ers and creates pro-climate education 
events and peaceful demonstrations at 
the major global conferences. 

At COP 28 in Dubai the Coalition worked 
with rockstar Nile Rodgers to call for the 

introduction of climate education in all 
schools across the globe.

The Coalition has brought about positive 
political change for ‘greening’ education 
in Argentina, Egypt, France, Italy, Nigeria, 
Romania, Poland, the UK, the United 
States of America and Zimbabwe
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Starting on Earth Day April 22nd, 2024, 
members of the Coalition sent letters to 
22 Ministers of Education and Ministers of 
Climate in 11 countries urging policymak-
ers to integrate formal climate education 
in the national curriculum at all levels of 
education.

This campaign was followed by five 
climate actions of the Coalition’s 
members around the globe, including 
the Eco House Earth Day March in Miami, 
Florida and Earth Day/G7 Climate, Energy 
and Environment workshops in Turin. 
With a dedicated Climate Education 
Coalition � Earth Day88 landing page.

OUR CLIMATE EDUCATION 
TEAM CREATED IMPORTANT 
RESOURCES

Creating foundational documents has 
been a critically important part of the 
Climate Education team’s work – both to 
help leverage policy change, to encour-
age governments to support climate edu-
cation through their NDC’s, to empower 
fellow climate education advocates and 
to create free, practical, solution-oriented 
materials for educators and teachers. 
Here’s what we created and shared 
widely.

 z Climate Education vs. The Climate 
Crisis:89 April 10, 2024, EARTHDAY. ORG 
released a brand-new report outlin-
ing and making the case for why we 
believe that climate education is a 
critically important part of the climate 
crisis solution.

 z We also created a two page summary 
of the report: The Case for Climate 
Education in Europe in Two Pages90 
and in June, 2024 we released it in full, 
in Spanish.91

 z The EARTHDAY. ORG State of Climate 
Education Interactive Map:92 The goal 
of this map is to help people under-
stand the state of education policy, 
issues, and action, in any state, in 
60 seconds.

 z NDC Guide:93 An NDC (Nationally 
Determined Contribution) is a climate 
action plan that outlines how a country 
will cut emissions and adapt to climate 
impacts. Every nation that signed the 
Paris Agreement is required to estab-
lish an NDC and EARTHDAY. ORG 
believes every NDC should include 
climate education. This was our simple 
guide on why and how to do it.

MANY RESOURCES WERE 
AIMED AT EDUCATORS

 z School Curriculum Packets94

 z Earth Month Calendar with the NEA95

 z Earth Day Educators Instagram96

 z Climate Conundrum Educator Lesson 
Slides97

https://www.earthday.org/climate-education-coalition/
https://www.earthday.org/climate-education-coalition/
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Climate-Education-vs-The-Climate-Crisis.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Climate-Education-vs-The-Climate-Crisis.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Climate-Ed_Two-Pager_EU_v3.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Climate-Ed_Two-Pager_EU_v3.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Climate-Education-Report_Spanish.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/state-of-climate-interactive-map/
https://www.earthday.org/state-of-climate-interactive-map/
https://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/NDC-GUIDE-Final.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/curriculums/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-month-calendar/
https://www.instagram.com/earthdayeducators/reels/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Rf__Gr_6XXacVwns-rrRbsxEj6jWZ0ZGbptIC68HnO0/edit#slide=id.g2b2e50e4d10_0_895
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Rf__Gr_6XXacVwns-rrRbsxEj6jWZ0ZGbptIC68HnO0/edit#slide=id.g2b2e50e4d10_0_895
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 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: CLIMATE EDUCATION

Building on a key Op Ed in the influential Education Week98, our staff and their work 
was specifically mentioned in over 120 articles advocating for climate education. 
EARTHDAY. ORG’s work in climate education garnered over 1000 media mentions, 
articles and podcasts globally in English alone. Here’s just a few:

 z With multiple articles outlining their progress in external publications: The Wash-
ington Post99, The Conversation100; Earth Day 2024: ‘Green muscle memory’ and 
climate education promote behavior change, Forbes101, This Earth Day Is About 
The ‘Planet Vs. Plastics’, This Earth Day, Make Sure Every Child Learns Key Lessons 
About the Environment – The 74102, Daily Outsider103, Education UAE104, Earth Day105, 
Shared Interest This Earth Day106, The Baltimore Sun107, Emily Walker: Classrooms 
will save the planet – Jamaica Gleaner108, Earth Day Education Head: Climate Edu-
cation for Kids Builds Green “Muscle Memory”109 and Ripple Effect Newsletter110, 
This Earth Day, make sure every child learns key lessons about the environment 
– LA School Report111, Newsomatic112, ‘Green muscle memory’ and climate educa-
tion promote behavior change: Report113, PBS Educator Voice Tours Green Muscle 
Memory.114

 z The climate education team featured as guests on multiple high-profile 
podcasts such as: One Planet Podcast115, Education Podcast116, Mia Funk117, Ep. 81 
- EARTHDAY. ORG with Bryce Coon and Emily Walker – Teach Better118, Science 
360119, Forces of Nature Podcast120, Good Dirt Podcast, Coding for Climate121 (a live 
stream YouTube celebration event) and more.

 z EDO’s own coverage tracked our Education Team’s incredible work, too, e.g.: 
Children and Climate Education: A Priority122 at the Bonn Climate Change Confer-
ence. Here’s Why and Fighting Climate Change with Green Muscle Memory.123 

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-i-quit-teaching-to-become-a-climate-activist-heres-why/2023/11
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/02/25/students-are-listening-climate-concerns/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/02/25/students-are-listening-climate-concerns/
Earth Day 2024: ‘Green muscle memory’ and climate education promote behaviour change
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffkart/2024/02/16/this-earth-day-is-about-the-planet-vs-plastics-and-organizers-are-pushing-petitions-and-education/
https://www.the74million.org/article/this-earth-day-make-sure-every-child-learns-key-lessons-about-the-environment/
http://vision.thedailyoutsider.com/2023/12/notations-on-our-world-weekly-edition.html
https://www.education-uae.com/the-jane-goodall-institute-a-legacy-of-conservation-and-empowerment/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=the-jane-goodall-institute-a-legacy-of-conservation-and-empowerment
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/04/22/earth-day-education-head-climate-education-for-kids-builds-green-muscle-memory/
https://www.shared-interest.com/gb/blog/earth-day-2024-five-ways-you-can-put-people-and-planet-first
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2024/05/07/climate-education-a-necessity/
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/focus/20240428/emily-walker-classrooms-will-save-planet
https://peterholland765.wordpress.com/2024/04/23/earth-day-education-head-climate-education-for-kids-builds-green-muscle-memory/
https://peterholland765.wordpress.com/2024/04/23/earth-day-education-head-climate-education-for-kids-builds-green-muscle-memory/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/leaders-climate-education-bryce-coon-subjecttoclimate-uzd9e/
https://www.laschoolreport.com/this-earth-day-make-sure-every-child-learns-key-lessons-about-the-environment/
https://app.newsomatic.net/2024/4/18/art-for-the-earth/?edition=2986&t=9e366acf-11a7-4f04-966e-dbfd723c6854&reading_level=E2
https://phys.org/news/2024-04-green-muscle-memory-climate-behavior.html#google_vignette
https://phys.org/news/2024-04-green-muscle-memory-climate-behavior.html#google_vignette
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/classroom-voices/educator-voices/2024/04/educator-voice-how-teaching-climate-education-affects-students-fears-about-climate-change
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/classroom-voices/educator-voices/2024/04/educator-voice-how-teaching-climate-education-affects-students-fears-about-climate-change
https://www.everand.com/podcast/707333880/Climate-Education-Does-Healing-the-Planet-Begin-in-the-Classroom-BRYCE-COON-Director-of-Education-EarthDay-ORG-climate-education-eco-anxiety
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPj1rUiYVKQ
https://www.creativeprocess.info/interviews19/earthdayorg-bryce-coon-mia-funk
https://teachbetter.com/science-360-podcast/earthday-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QiGJr5fLZs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QiGJr5fLZs
https://forcesfornature.com/podcast/climate-education/
https://www.youtube.com/live/E2pffNFOk5s?feature=shared
https://www.earthday.org/children-and-climate-education-a-priority-at-the-bonn-climate-change-conference-heres-why/
https://www.earthday.org/fighting-climate-change-with-green-muscle-memory/
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EDO EVENTS

EVENTS DRIVING THE EARTHDAY. ORG 
CONVERSATION

EARTHDAY. ORG’S CLIMATE LEADERSHIP GALA

Denis Hayes joins the award winners at this year’s 
EARTHDAY. ORG, Climate Leadership Gala: Sweta 
Chakraborty, Jigar Shah, hostess Sarah, Duchess of 
York, Laura Frigenti, Grace Gibson-Synder, and EDO’s 
President, Kathleen Rogers.

Our annual Climate Leadership Gala, 
took place at the Mayflower Hotel, 
in Washington DC, on May 16 with a 
stellar guest list of awardees. Every 
year, EARTHDAY. ORG brings together 
300 leaders from the world of industry, 

finance, arts, tech, conservation, policy, 
philanthropy, and more to celebrate the 
extraordinary people who are making a 
difference combating climate change. 
This Gala is a moment to come together to 
celebrate their achievements, exchange 
ideas, and look ahead to what else we can 
all do to protect the health of our planet. 
This year was no exception with inspira-
tional leaders Sweta Chakraborty, Jigar 
Shah, Laura Frigenti and Grace Gib-
son-Synder, on behalf of the Montana 
16, all collecting awards. But it was 
made even more special, as the orga-
nizer of the first Earth Day and one of our 
founders, Denis Hayes, was our keynote 
speaker. Sarah, the Duchess of York was 
our hostess.



20

EARTHDAY. ORG EMBASSY OUTREACH

EARTHDAY. ORG (EDO) and in partner-
ship with the Embassy of Sweden and 
the European Union, EDO hosted a 
multi-stakeholder dialogue at the House 
of Sweden in Washington, DC on April 
8, 2024. Our goal was to raise awareness 
about the health impacts of plastics and 
discuss best policy options for address-
ing these challenges. Rob Wing, Deputy 

Director of the Environmental Policy 
Office, U.S. The Department of State, par-
ticipated alongside diplomats from the 
governments of the United Kingdom, 
the European Union, Panama and 
Sweden. We live streamed these panels 
and amassed an audience globally of 
1.4 million!

“22 MINUTES WITH…”

Our content teams collaborated to 
produce an intimate conversation series, 
“22 Minutes With,” that saw EDO staff 
talk with a selection of incredible people 
working in different parts of the ‘environ-
mental’ world. These one-on-one conver-
sations with experts and thought leaders 
were a big hit, with an audience that reg-
ularly reached nearly one million across 
our social media and web platforms. 

Here are just a few examples of the eight 
episodes we aired, once a month on the 
22nd, and all during Earth Week.

 z 22 Minutes With Goldman Prize 
Winner, Diane Wilson124

 z 22 Minutes With CNN’s Bill Weir125

 z 22 Minutes With Ripu, the Plogman of 
India126

“EARTH DAY LIVE”
Our Social Media team also continued our now long-running and successful live event 
series, Earth Day Live, (EDL) to debate planet Earth’s urgent issues in the environmental 
sphere – be it fast fashion or the plastic problem. With EDO staff moderating lively panel 
discussions, this was another way to connect with an interested audience. These EDL’s 
garnered huge audiences of 400K+.

http://earthday.org/
https://x.com/EarthDay/status/1780627317519446056
https://x.com/EarthDay/status/1780627317519446056
https://x.com/EarthDay/status/1779902445461856414
https://x.com/EarthDay/status/1780264831624601792
https://x.com/EarthDay/status/1780264831624601792
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EDO’S SOCIAL MEDIA
Our EDO social media team saw strong engagement and growth 
on X, IG, YouTube, LinkedIn and Facebook supporting the mission, 
theme, and programs of EARTHDAY. ORG. The objectives of EDO’s 
2024 social media campaign were three-fold: to elevate awareness 
regarding environmental concerns related to our Planet vs. Plastics 
Theme, foster meaningful discussions among our audience about 
the health implications of plastics, and ignite action towards 
constructive change. We’ve seen significant growth in both 
supporters and content engagement, thanks to targeted outreach 
and engaging content strategies.

SOCIAL MEDIA SUCCESS BY THE NUMBERS

 z Supporter Growth and Engagement: Our social media follower numbers and post 
interactions (comments, shares) on IG, X, Facebook and YouTube are on the rise! 
Engagement rate per impression has seen a 2.1% increase

 z Reaching New Audiences: On Instagram alone, 96% of those reached were 
non-EDO followers, they found our messaging and they engaged.

 z Our total audience has grown by 675,129 (+1.8%) in six months.

 z Impressive Impact: We continue to out-perform non-profit benchmarks, with total 
impressions reaching an impressive 1,689,272.
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Social Media Case Study: In April our 
plastics campaign video127 set out to boost 
views and drive action on three key fronts: 
signing the Global Plastics Treaty Petition 
and the Fashion Petition, and activate 
Great Global Cleanup Registrations on our 
cleanup map. Over 200k people viewed 
this video on a single platform, with 95% 
of them being new viewers. We reached 
500k views across all platforms. The video 
contributed to the 24,464 signatures on 
our Global Plastics Treaty Petition, the 
10,956 signatures on the Fashion petition 
and helped to boost cleanup sign ups.

OUR SOCIAL MEDIA BRANDING 
AND MESSAGING ROCKED

 z NATURE’s MESSAGE IS CRYSTAL 
CLEAR – IG128

 z PLASTIC DOESN’T GIVE A FORK – IG129

 z MY FUTURE MY VOICE – IG130

 z PLASTICS AND DEMENTIA – YT131

 z DEAR GROWN UPS – IG132

 z RECYCLING IS A LIE , I AM NOT – IG133

 z PLASTIC IS NOT FANTASTIC – IG134

WE CREATED NEW SOCIAL 
MEDIA PARTNERSHIPS

This year, we’ve made significant strides 
in forming new partnerships to expand 
our social media community. We have 
been pro-actively engaging with like-
minded influencers and mission-driven 

organizations, to collaborate on content 
that aligns with our shared goals.

This approach has allowed us to reach a 
broader audience and effectively convey 
our message across multiple platforms. 
Some notable new partners:

 z Janina Rossiter – IG135

 z Only.One – IG136

 z Use Less Plastic – IG137

 z Positively Green Living – IG138

 z Minderoo Foundation – IG139

 z Waste Free Planet – IG140

 z Christiana Figueres141 + Babies Report142

This strategy not only strengthens our 
brand but also facilitates connections 
with audiences beyond our own. Of 
course, all this growth involves working 
closely with all the EDO Campaign Leads 
around the world and the entire Commu-
nications and Online teams, who share 
content and imagery and ideas.

AND THAT’S NOT ALL!

The social media team were integral in 
producing all of EDO’s video series content 
(such as the series 22 Minutes With), they 
have produced multiple Earth Day Live 
events, created bio reels for our staff for 
the media and conferences around the 
world, and designed the graphics for our 
campaign reports and other educational 
content.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xP-iIilHQsU
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C40oOqzORqP/?igsh=MTB6NGJkMmw0Z204OQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C40oOqzORqP/?igsh=MTB6NGJkMmw0Z204OQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/C58u8gLOFB0/?igsh=MTI1NHoxMXljbGUxeg%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyO-3mcNqwk&themeRefresh=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rkvUjWCE60
https://www.instagram.com/p/C71kOpUsoDy/?igsh=amhmM2k4ZzM3cWV4&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0cMVHKOH3W/?igsh=ZXFwOW5jdjlsZnU2
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyWG6cvs4IV/?igsh=bHltd3c0OHVxM2Jm&img_index=4
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5dXtm5u5Hw/?igsh=MWdmbXVyaXI5b21wcA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5YcfK9uno-/?igsh=eHVuYTdkN2x6aWdz&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C6tsJzwuur4/?igsh=MWdrdWRrcWNuZ2ky
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C6DbnA5NpFD/?igsh=MW50MW0zdjd4NG40cA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6CDriOudSD/?igsh=d3RyMm9vMWtpMGV6&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/wastefreeplanet/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C6L09K5sQhc/?igsh=ZW5vdmd2bzl2eHBn
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6n1SarM-5o/?igsh=ZXQzeHB1enJ0N3k0
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EDO WEBSITE AND ONLINE IN NUMBERS

 z 64.7% increase in views to our website during Earth Month 2024 (vs same in 
2023), totaling 3,486,600 for the period.

 z 112.3% increase in engaged sessions (sessions that lasts longer than 10 seconds, 
has key events, or has at least two pageviews or screenviews.)

 z 9.7% increase in average engagement time per user (how much time viewers 
are spending with our content).

 z 77.5% increase in total website users (the total number of people who visited the 
site in the specified date range).

 z 80.7% new users (The number of new unique users who logged the first_open or 
first_visit event in the specified date range)

 z 19.7% engagement rate (measures the percentage of visitors who interacted with 
a piece of content)

 z 84.1% increase year over year, 732,790 views, for EDO Homepage

 z 51.5% increase year over year, 526,318 views, for EDO Quizzes page

This incredible growth in numbers has 
been driven by re-vamped web design 
by our inhouse team who created all of 
these important pages:

 z The Homepage, History, Earth Day 
2024

 z End Plastics, Education, Campus Coa-
lition, Great Global Cleanup

 z Birds vs. Plastics, Brand Audit, Dive 
for Earth Day, Earth Day Events, Social 
Media Toolkit, Climate Education 
Interactive Map, Canopy, Quizzes, 
News and Stories

All of this work and this effort drives 
hundreds of thousands of views and also 
means that currently, nearly 33,000 other 
news and media websites, globally, 
link directly back to EARTHDAY. ORG. 
From 2023 onwards we have consistently 
increased the number of websites linking 
to our content.

There’s a reason for this – our site is 
packed with incredible content from our 
staff and from partners around the world. 
Be it quizzes, listicles, toolkits, videos, or 
articles we are creating A LOT of content.

ACTION
TOOLKIT

2024
EARTH DAY

https://www.earthday.org/
https://www.earthday.org/history/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2024/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2024/
https://www.earthday.org/campaign/end-plastic-pollution/
https://www.earthday.org/campaign/climate-environmental-literacy/
https://www.earthday.org/campus-coalition/
https://www.earthday.org/campus-coalition/
https://www.earthday.org/campaign/cleanup/
https://www.earthday.org/birds-vs-plastics/
https://www.earthday.org/brand-audit/
https://www.earthday.org/dive-for-earthday/
https://www.earthday.org/dive-for-earthday/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2024-events/
https://www.earthday.org/social-2024/
https://www.earthday.org/social-2024/
https://www.earthday.org/state-of-climate-interactive-map/
https://www.earthday.org/state-of-climate-interactive-map/
https://www.earthday.org/campaign/the-canopy-project/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-quizzes/
https://www.earthday.org/news-and-stories/
https://www.earthday.org/news-and-stories/?_gl=1*7dn58z*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTAzNTEwNzU0NC4xNzE4Mzc4MTg4*_ga_QENXCBT7TN*MTcxODM3ODE4Ny4xLjAuMTcxODM3ODE4Ny4wLjAuMA..
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EARTHDAY. ORG GETS THE WORD OUT DIRECTLY
From January 2024 to June 2024 we’ve 
published 50 of our own original articles 
(many republished on media/press sites 
globally), which is up 22% compared to 
2023.

This is on top of releasing our own reports, 
Babies vs. Plastics, Climate Education 
Vs. The Climate Crisis and as of July, 
2024, Pets vs. Plastics – that all generate 
additional important coverage.

Our content is an important part of 
helping our campaigns to grow our sup-
porter numbers. We aim to always be a 
trusted site when it comes to finding 
information on key environmental issues, 
especially plastics and human health, 
climate education and fast fashion. As 

well as a resource for how everyone 
can get involved in the environmental 
movement.

Our article authors have ranged from 
accomplished interns to special guest 
writers to EARTHDAY. ORG staff. Our most 
popular article to date, How Our Trash 
Impacts the Environment � Earth Day, 
was updated in June 2024, and has since 
been viewed nearly 40,000 times in the 
last six month period alone.

Here’s just a selection of some of other 
in-house articles, managed under the 
watchful eye of by EDO’s, Communica-
tions and Internship Program Manager, 
Beatriz Woods, EDO’s:

 z The Photo That Captured the World 

 z The Real Deal About Carbon Offsets 

 z War, Hope, and The Great Global Cleanup in Armenia

 z Just 7 Questions: A Conversation with the Paris Olympics 

 z Ignorance Will Kill Us: Climate Education is the Solution

 z How Earth Day Went Global, and How We Can Use it To Save Our Earth

 z From Health to History: 5 New Concerning Discoveries about Microplastics 

https://www.earthday.org/how-our-trash-impacts-the-environment/#:~:text=If%20emissions%20from%20waste%20disposal,%2C%20cardiovascular%20disease%2C%20and%20more.
https://www.earthday.org/how-our-trash-impacts-the-environment/#:~:text=If%20emissions%20from%20waste%20disposal,%2C%20cardiovascular%20disease%2C%20and%20more.
https://www.earthday.org/the-photo-that-captured-the-world/
https://www.earthday.org/the-real-deal-about-carbon-offsets/
https://www.earthday.org/war-hope-and-the-great-global-cleanup-in-armenia/
https://www.earthday.org/just-7-questions-a-conversation-with-the-paris-olympics/
https://www.earthday.org/ignorance-will-kill-us-climate-education-is-the-solution/
https://www.earthday.org/how-earth-day-went-global-and-how-we-can-use-it-to-save-our-earth/
https://www.earthday.org/from-health-to-history-5-new-concerning-discoveries-about-microplastics/
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EDO’S OTHER CORE CAMPAIGNS

THE GREAT GLOBAL CLEANUP
Image: Young volunteers in Yerevan, Armenia, take part in our first official cleanup there

The Great Global Cleanup initiative is a signature EARTHDAY. ORG 
campaign that inspires hundreds of thousands of volunteers around 
the world, in over 150 countries, to get outside and clean up tons of 
trash. From beaches to mountains, cities to school playgrounds to 
deserts, forests and beyond.

EARTHDAY. ORG’s, Michael Karapetian, speaking at the 
Armenian Environmental Summit at the American Uni-
versity of Armenia, next to Maqoor Co-founder, Hrachya 
Sahakya, 

This year the GGC celebrated its fifth 
anniversary and our aim was to register 
more cleanups than ever before on 
the GGC Map: 2024 Global Cleanup 
Map Live Link / Official GGC Photo and 
Video Drive.¡¡ We exceeded our goal 
with 5,014 registered cleanups which 
equated to 600,000+ volunteers – who 
collectively removed nine million pounds 
of trash. This exceeded 2023’s numbers 
– which saw: 3200+ registered cleanups, 
234,000+ participants and 4.5 million 
pounds of trash collected.

https://www.earthday.org/campaign/cleanup/#map
https://www.earthday.org/campaign/cleanup/#map
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ui4sNXjAPJ3pkp50WQy53qYl0LEbTIxA?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ui4sNXjAPJ3pkp50WQy53qYl0LEbTIxA?usp=drive_link
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This year, we sponsored a range of signa-
ture cleanups to help drive more partici-
pation and to garner media attention. We 
worked on a Guinness Record Breaking 
250,000-person cleanup in Malaysia on 
Penang Island, we went to Armenia for 
the very first time and sponsored clean-
ups through the country with a focus on 
the capital Yereva. Plus EDO sponsored 
ten clean ups in underserved communi-
ties in the US. More details below.

2024 SIGNATURE CLEANUPS 
SUPPORTED BY EARTHDAY. ORG

 z Underserved Communities in the 
US: EDO supported underserved com-
munities by funding cleanups in Jack-
sonville, FL where Michael Karapetian 

taught at a Title 1 elementary school 
of 2nd graders about plastic pollution 
(see photos). In Compton, California, 
we partnered with The Compton Ini-
tiative143 with volunteers cleaning up 
and beautifying the neighborhood, 
(see photos). In Raleigh, NC, we spon-
sored and partnered on a project called 
the Workforce with The Great Raleigh 
Cleanup144 to carry out cleanups with 
those experiencing homelessness, 
(see photos). We completed eight 
cleanups, removing 2,700lbs of trash 
and our work critically helped to ensure 
that this project will be expanded and 
funded for another five years.

 z Armenia: EDO partnered with the 
Armenia NGO, Maqoor145 to carry out 
10 cleanups across the country. EDO 
also helped to plan the Armenia Envi-
ronmental Summit at The American 
University of Armenia (see photos).

 z Malaysia: EDO partnered with The 
Malaysian Humanitarian Foundation146  
to host the Asian Environmental 
Summit on Penang Island. Over 
250,000 volunteers removed over 
1,800 lb of trash from the island, (see 
photos) and planted 1.2 million trees.

 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: GREAT GLOBAL CLEANUPS

 z EDO’s own website carried multiple articles on these incredible cleanups events: 
8 Locations Around the World That Really “Did” The Great Global Cleanup – Earth 
Day, Lviv Cleans Up this Earth Day, Diary From A GGC in Yerevan, Armenia, War, 
Hope, and The Great Global Cleanup in Armenia – Earth Day

 z As well as a stack of localized coverage, for example: Earth Day celebrates the 
5-Year Anniversary of The Great Global Cleanup147

 z Michael picked up national coverage: The Great Global Cleanup148 – Forbes Article

 z As well as international coverage: My Green Pod149 – Planet vs. Plastics Article, Vol-
unteers unite for largest Earth Day cleanup in Penang150 – Citizens Journal

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ts1J3HbVI2JXSjDqXwTxH9uvfu2d2VX9?usp=sharing
https://justdogood.org/
https://justdogood.org/
https://www.raleighcleanup.org
https://www.raleighcleanup.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VShROACRZb3wIHtFBAVXksoAcipDbl_C?usp=sharing
https://maqoor.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DmXA_7CziAJOcC6x9Vjq2x-w_t-Z_7m3?usp=sharing
https://mhfhuman.org/
https://mhfhuman.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jilb43lAdWgfonBMiB7b2sFIiiNWGd_U?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jilb43lAdWgfonBMiB7b2sFIiiNWGd_U?usp=sharing
https://www.earthday.org/8-locations-around-the-world-that-really-did-the-great-global-cleanup/
https://www.earthday.org/lviv-cleans-up-this-earth-day/
https://www.earthday.org/diary-from-a-great-cleanup-yerevan-armenia/
https://www.earthday.org/war-hope-and-the-great-global-cleanup-in-armenia/
https://www.earthday.org/war-hope-and-the-great-global-cleanup-in-armenia/
https://www.pacificlongboarder.com/news/Earth-Day-celebrates-the-5Year-Anniversary-of-The-Great-Global-Cleanup/
https://www.pacificlongboarder.com/news/Earth-Day-celebrates-the-5Year-Anniversary-of-The-Great-Global-Cleanup/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffkart/2024/03/23/great-global-cleanup-turns-five-this-earth-day-as-organizers-aim-for-world-records/?sh=1b1bb704127e
https://www.mygreenpod.com/articles/planet-vs-plastics/
https://cj.my/143277/volunteers-unite-for-largest-earth-day-cleanup-in-penang/
https://cj.my/143277/volunteers-unite-for-largest-earth-day-cleanup-in-penang/
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THE NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR 
BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS
Image: Evan Raskin, EDO, National Campaign Manager, in action for EARTHDAY. ORG in Miami, Florida

The goal of this campaign was to grow our platform and mobilize more people to act 
to protect the planet and support Earth Day (EDO) than ever before. EDO indeed broke 
all previous records for mobilization through our platform, The Global Event Map which 
was used over a million times (1,025,235 times, to be precise) during Earth Month, i.e. 
April 2024. This nearly tripled our audience size from last year when the map was used 
367,075 times during Earth Month.

We also supported turnout to more events than ever before, with a total of 6,582 events 
being registered during Earth Month, nearly two thousand more events than logged 
in 2023, which had incidentally previously broken the record. We were able to support 
turnout to multiple events in all 50 US States, and in 112 countries.

Our staff worked with 65+ mayors across the US and countless council members, repre-
senting 7,070,156 citizens. They collectively issued multiple Earth Day statements recog-
nizing the need to act on plastics. 95% of the time, mayors clearly identified plastics as a 
public health issue – one that it is estimated to cost the US up to $250 billion per year in 
annual healthcare costs alone.

 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: NATIONAL CAMPAIGN

 z Much of this important work fed into the overall and extensive coverage for Earth 
Day 2024, but Evan was specifically featured as a keynote speaker in the Sustain-
able Design Action Summit, Taiwan’s premier Earth Day event.

 z EDO’s press conference in Miami151, (Miami Beach152, Earth Day event153) was covered 
by ABC 10 and local Miami newspapers ECO Channel’s Earth Day summit154, Earth 
Day seeking sustainability improvements in sport.155 

https://www.instagram.com/p/C6EDWOBrms-/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.miamibeachfl.gov/event/earth-day-celebration-at-the-bandshell/
https://miamibeachbandshell.com/event/earth-day-celebration/
https://www.theecochannel.com/earth-day2024summit/
https://www.globalsustainablesport.com/earth-day-seeking-sustainability-improvements-in-sport/
https://www.globalsustainablesport.com/earth-day-seeking-sustainability-improvements-in-sport/
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EDO CAMPUS COALITION
Over the last six months, our Campus Coalition built dynamic partnerships on campuses 
across the US. EDO cultivated an entirely new cohort of student activists, numbering 
400+, from a standing start and then was able to mobilize them nationwide for demon-
strations, rallies, and events which advocated and supported Planet vs. Plastics. As a result 
25 universities in the US signed onto the Break Free From Plastics pledge, with another 
50 universities actively lobbied by their own students to end on-campus plastic use. EDO 
organized 40 events on 40 campuses across the U.S., all under the banner of “Plastic is 
Toxic,” and mostly in swing states.

Lee Franklin, EDO’s Campus Coalition Coordinator 
takes Planet vs. Plastics to students

The Campus Coalition created a social 
media presence on Instagram from 
a standing start of no account to 
10,000 people, between late January and 
April 2024.

Policy work: We pushed national leg-
islation on plastics with the support of 
the Student PIRGs Advocacy Day and 
met with over 40 members of Congress. 
We pushed for the repeal of plastic-pre-
emption laws in three states, and drove 
two municipalities to pass resolutions 
for a strong global plastics treaty and to 
reduce plastic in government operations.
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 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: CAMPUS COALITION

 z EDO’s student and college outreach attracted a ton of specific EDO college 
coverage for our Theme: Iowa State University156, Columbia University: Reducing 
Plastic157, Earth Day 2024 Activities: A Call to Action for Sustainability158 – Con-
tinuing Education – UC San Diego Division of Extended Studies, John Hopkins159 
Earth Day 2024: Planet vs. Plastics, Earth Day 2024: Planet vs. Plastics160 – UF/IFAS 
Extension Sarasota County, Earth Day161 – COSAS, Division of Student Affairs, USU, 
University of Arkansas162 Earth Week: Online Programs Offer Environmental, Uni-
versities for Climate Change Alliance163, Earth Day 2024: Planet vs. Plastics – UF/
IFAS164 Extension Sarasota County, Earth Day 2024: Planet vs. Plastics – UF/IFAS165 
Extension Flagler County, Taylor College166 and more.

 z We published Lee Franklin’s account of the unique challenges he faced to get the 
coalition up and running – A Searingly Honest Diary By Our Campus Coordinator 
In The Run Up To Earth Day.167

 z He wrote about what motivates students: Students Don’t Care About Plastic, They 
Care About People � Earth Day.168

 z Then he was asked to write a high-profile piece for a leading environmental 
magazine, Green Pod, Magazine � My Green Pod.169

 z The Campus Coalition landing page was packed with resources: Campus Coalition 
� Earth Day170 

https://instr.iastate.libguides.com/c.php?g=1365185&p=10282633
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2024/04/08/protecting-our-planet-5-strategies-for-reducing-plastic-waste/
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2024/04/08/protecting-our-planet-5-strategies-for-reducing-plastic-waste/
https://extendedstudies.ucsd.edu/news-and-events/division-of-extended-studies-blog/earth-day-2024-activities-a-call-to-action-for-sustainability#:~:text=The%20theme%20for%20Earth%20Day,has%20never%20been%20more%20critical.
https://studentaffairs.jhu.edu/dining/april-2024-earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasotaco/2024/04/02/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics/
https://www.usu.edu/social-action-sustainability/get-involved/earth-day
https://online.uark.edu/blog/earth-week-online-programs-offer-environmental-education.php
https://universitiesforclimate.org/event/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics
https://universitiesforclimate.org/event/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasotaco/2024/04/02/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasotaco/2024/04/02/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/flaglerco/2024/04/15/earth-day-2024-planet-vs-plastics/
https://www.facebook.com/TaylorCollegeFL/photos/earth-day-is-the-worlds-largest-environmental-movement-learn-about-this-years-pl/933865758532183/?paipv=0&eav=AfbGd8MG-SP3ZUqV7CXrEdf_Gi53snhMs70viZ_i6kWCBl2gxWOOuoFEFKxwchO76uU&_rdr
https://www.earthday.org/a-searingly-honest-diary-by-our-campus-coordinator-in-the-run-up-to-earth-day/
https://www.earthday.org/a-searingly-honest-diary-by-our-campus-coordinator-in-the-run-up-to-earth-day/
https://www.earthday.org/students-dont-care-about-plastic-they-care-about-people/
https://www.earthday.org/students-dont-care-about-plastic-they-care-about-people/
https://www.mygreenpod.com/magazine/
https://www.earthday.org/campus-coalition/
https://www.earthday.org/campus-coalition/
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FASHION FOR THE EARTH
EARTHDAY. ORG’s Fashion for the Earth 
campaign spent much of 2024 encourag-
ing people to look in their closets! Chances 
are, most of the clothing hanging there 
is composed partially or even entirely of 
plastics, mainly polyester. This synthetic 
fiber is the world’s most widely used 
material171 in clothing and EDO is on a 
mission to let everyone know!

Why? Because the microplastics and 
microfibers that shed off our fast fashion 
plastic clothes are poisoning us all, as well 
as the ocean, the soil and the air.

Earth Day is an important supporter of 
New York The Fashion Act172 which was 
taken up by the State Legislature on June 
7th. We supported the Act in a whole 
host of ways; an Impact Thursday with 
Michelle Gabriel, the head of the Act on 
Fashion Coalition, plus Shelley Rogers 
lobbied in Albany and visited state legis-
lators. All the while pushing our 10 000+ 
The Fashion Industry Must Change 
Petition.173

 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: FASHION

 z EDO’s staff article, Fast fashion is our generation’s nuclear bomb174, was picked up 
by Euro News, with a potential audience of 400 million, in 160 countries. It inspired 
other article mentions, e.g.: We Are What We Wear.175

 z EDO published more important pieces: The Devil Wears Polyester – Earth Day, 
Exposing a Fast Fashion Wolf in Shapewear’s Clothing – Earth Day, Unraveling 
the Impact of Thrifting – Earth Day, Fashion’s Dirty Little Secret – Earth Day

 z Shelley Rogers successfully hosted two Earth Day Live events, Planet vs. Microfi-
bers � Fashion’s Gigantic Little Problem176 and What’s Hiding in Your Closet? With 
Alden Wicker177 – each attracting over 268,000+ views.

 z EDO featured Maxine Bedat, the architect of the Fashion Act, in a 22 Minutes 
With178 interview with journalist, activist and educator, Samata Pattinson which 
was viewed over 1.3 million times.

https://textileexchange.org/polyester/
https://textileexchange.org/polyester/
https://www.thefashionact.org/
https://action.earthday.org/the-fashion-industry-must-change
https://action.earthday.org/the-fashion-industry-must-change
https://www.euronews.com/2023/09/11/fast-fashion-is-our-generations-nuclear-bomb
https://forbesbulgaria.com/2024/02/02/we-are-what-we-wear/
https://www.earthday.org/the-devil-wears-polyester/
https://www.earthday.org/exposing-a-fast-fashion-wolf-in-shapewears-clothing/
https://www.earthday.org/unraveling-the-impact-of-thrifting/
https://www.earthday.org/unraveling-the-impact-of-thrifting/
https://www.earthday.org/fashions-dirty-little-secret/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-live/?_gl=1*w0e19d*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTM2MjgxNjc3MC4xNzE4Mzc3MTgy*_ga_QENXCBT7TN*MTcxODM3NzE4MS4xLjEuMTcxODM3NzE5MC4wLjAuMA..
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbydjETgecs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbydjETgecs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwGu0NHN0y0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwGu0NHN0y0
https://x.com/earthday/status/1780989624598573548?s=46&t=U8hP_x9pvDB-P5ND8jLgEQ
https://x.com/earthday/status/1780989624598573548?s=46&t=U8hP_x9pvDB-P5ND8jLgEQ
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EDO’S GLOBAL ACHIEVEMENTS

EDO INDIA
It has taken over a decade, from a time 
when Indians had very little knowledge 
about Earth Day, to today, when we can 
say with confidence that Earth Day is 
now known widely across India. From 
influential leaders to movers and shakers 
who have themselves organized initia-
tives centered around the theme ‘Planet 
vs. Plastics.’

This year Earth Day Network in India 
excelled at spreading the EDO Theme, 
Planet Vs. Plastics, far and wide. With sky-
divers in the ¡¡air, to ¡¡underwater divers to 
¡¡VIPs speakers on the ground, we made 
sure the messages landed. The team also 
put the message on 30,156 billboards that 
garnered 25.5 million impressions and 
spread the message all over the country – 
‘‘End Plastics for a Healthy Planet and You.”

We worked hard to win over businesses 
and corporations like Britannia Indus-
tries179, Swiggy180, Indigo181, who all got 

behind us and sent strong Earth Day 
messaging, encouraging consumers to 
drop plastics, to plant trees, and to save 
energy. Envision Wind Power Technolo-
gies India Private Ltd182 went even further 
and pledged to plant 7000 saplings over 
one year, with Earth Day Network India, 
across the states where they operate.

CLIMATE EDUCATION IN INDIA

We conducted workshops for Teach 
for India Fellows183 – on how to best use 
our comprehensive teacher handbook 
on teaching climate education entitled 
– What is Climate Change? Innovative 
Ways to Engage Students.184 The Fellows 
have been especially tasked with spread-
ing the word about climate literacy to 
underprivileged children.

We also worked with the SKZ Foun-
dation, based out of Pakistan and the 
UK, on ways to engage students in less 

https://earthday-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/officeofregionaldirector_earthday_org/Ee9UJPPlEexNjqLdzyDvRIYB-LF3biIc4aLRZ8nYm4jGmQ?e=6SjvMH&nav=eyJwbGF5YmFja09wdGlvbnMiOnt9LCJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJtaXMiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJwb3N0cm9sbC1jb3B5bGluayIsInJlZmVycmFsUGxheWJhY2tTZXNzaW9uSWQiOiIzZDA3MTIxYS04Mjk0LTQ2NmEtOWEzNS01YjM2NDEyNTNlOTEifX0%3d&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bWFqdW1kYXJAZWFydGhkYXkub3JnfGMzYjhiNTFjYWVlMTQ0MmNiNTllMDhkYzY1ZGViYzAyfDgwYzU2YjdjYmFkYTRkMTA5MTFhYzBlYTVhZTA1YTY1fDB8MHw2Mzg0OTcyNTQ1NzYyMDEyMTZ8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjA9fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=LzVuLytkQnZuY0ZuRlNjajZNalBnZGlxTkhxUXB5bjhWNWhVT043OElpVT0%3d
https://earthday-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/officeofregionaldirector_earthday_org/ET5PRt3WRbdDrZfVGXCqkH0B67j2zDw44T2xVQN6OKbDNw?e=O1rlj1&nav=eyJwbGF5YmFja09wdGlvbnMiOnt9LCJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJtaXMiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJwb3N0cm9sbC1jb3B5bGluayIsInJlZmVycmFsUGxheWJhY2tTZXNzaW9uSWQiOiIyYzg0OWVmMi1lYjFmLTQxODEtOGFjMi0zNzhhNWI1YjY4MjkifX0%3d&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bWFqdW1kYXJAZWFydGhkYXkub3JnfGMzYjhiNTFjYWVlMTQ0MmNiNTllMDhkYzY1ZGViYzAyfDgwYzU2YjdjYmFkYTRkMTA5MTFhYzBlYTVhZTA1YTY1fDB8MHw2Mzg0OTcyNTQ1NzYyMTE4NDZ8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjA9fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=TlRKbmtpaHBLM2FiMkdqU2tBdDIzSlg0dy9KSkk4Q3NHMGZHTzRGUVVYYz0%3d
https://earthday-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/officeofregionaldirector_earthday_org/ET5PRt3WRbdDrZfVGXCqkH0B67j2zDw44T2xVQN6OKbDNw?e=O1rlj1&nav=eyJwbGF5YmFja09wdGlvbnMiOnt9LCJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJtaXMiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJwb3N0cm9sbC1jb3B5bGluayIsInJlZmVycmFsUGxheWJhY2tTZXNzaW9uSWQiOiIyYzg0OWVmMi1lYjFmLTQxODEtOGFjMi0zNzhhNWI1YjY4MjkifX0%3d&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bWFqdW1kYXJAZWFydGhkYXkub3JnfGMzYjhiNTFjYWVlMTQ0MmNiNTllMDhkYzY1ZGViYzAyfDgwYzU2YjdjYmFkYTRkMTA5MTFhYzBlYTVhZTA1YTY1fDB8MHw2Mzg0OTcyNTQ1NzYyMzI2NzR8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjA9fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=MEhRbW1Nd1NSa0Fua3Jnak5Ia1BRYTNRZWtNelo3eXNZWEJUZzZ6YllFZz0%3d
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C56BNJ8iZAp/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C56BNJ8iZAp/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/C6DiHjDrrle/?igsh=MWQ0eXJla2pzZjVucg%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C6D34ZyJEet/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/company/envision-wind-power-technologies-india/?originalSubdomain=in
https://www.linkedin.com/company/envision-wind-power-technologies-india/?originalSubdomain=in
https://www.teachforindia.org/
https://www.teachforindia.org/
https://bit.ly/EDNTeachersHandbook
https://bit.ly/EDNTeachersHandbook
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privileged schools on important environ-
mental issues. We aim to translate this 
handbook into Hindi, Bengali, and other 
regional languages.

The Municipal Corporation of Delhi, one 
of the largest municipal authorities in the 
world, released ‘Students vs. Plastics,’ 
our specially written toolkit185 to educate 
students about the need to stop using 

single-use plastic, adopt biodegradable 
alternatives, and treat waste plastic as a 
repurposed resource.

We have 2500+ academic institutions 
in Delhi registered to use the toolkit 
already and we will continue growing 
this number so that we reach as many 
students as possible.

THE GREAT GLOBAL CLEAN UP IN INDIA

The Great Global Cleanup Heroes Awards, 
now in its fifth year, aims to develop 
leadership around cleanups by mobiliz-
ing people about the adverse impacts of 
plastic pollution and human health. The 
unique Earth Day beach cleanup drive 
at Kovalam Beach, Chennai, had a celeb-
rity presence, a band, fishermen, and 
surfers. There was sand art and a street 
play on the theme of Planet vs. Plastics.  
🔗 Link to the cleanup videos.

The campaign picked up 80,000 kg 
of waste with 10K volunteers in 250+ 
Cleanups. Two local municipal corpora-
tions acted against encroachments into 
mangrove eco-sensitive zones in a direct 
response to a petition from the Great 
Global Cleanup Heroes Awards applicants 

and long-term corporate partnerships 
have been built for cleanups, such as 
Matter and Kabadiwalla Connect.186

We continue to build awareness about 
plastics by working with:

 z Religious leaders to have places of 
worship declared plastic-free zones

 z Municipal corporations to have low-mi-
cron plastic bags banned

 z Housing societies to educate them to 
segregate plastic waste

 z Large shopping centers to request 
them to #SayNoToPlasticBag

 z Visitors to not litter beaches, lands, 
rivers and mountains

https://www.earthday.org/press-release/students-vs-plastics-teaching-students-how-to-say-no-to-plastics/
https://earthday-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/officeofregionaldirector_earthday_org/Ea8JihQoEOxFjfHbS6DzBrUBdm1xhk4P84jwwcWUuTWrWw?e=PXyk1a&nav=eyJwbGF5YmFja09wdGlvbnMiOnt9LCJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJtaXMiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJwb3N0cm9sbC1jb3B5bGluayIsInJlZmVycmFsUGxheWJhY2tTZXNzaW9uSWQiOiJkZTk2NmI3Zi03NDYyLTRjNTktYTFlZS0wOGZhM2VjYjZmNjAifX0%3d&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bWFqdW1kYXJAZWFydGhkYXkub3JnfGRmMWFhMDE1ODc3MzQ4NmI5YWQ2MDhkYzcwZmI4Yzg1fDgwYzU2YjdjYmFkYTRkMTA5MTFhYzBlYTVhZTA1YTY1fDB8MHw2Mzg1MDk0NzI5Mzk3ODk1NDF8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjA9fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=NjNDRDQwT0JJUFFzNi9UUzVrUXV0U1JldmZ4ekJDanhQWkdjak1DZ3JlZz0%3d
https://www.kabadiwallaconnect.in
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EDO South East Regional Director, Karuna Singh, meets spiritual leader, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

WE WORKED WITH EVERYONE IN INDIA
🔗 Link to Earth Day 2024 programs187 in India

Faith Groups: We collaborated with 
the faith groups, the Art of Living188 and 
MASM, to conduct Nature Worships with 
thousands of disciples, at 66 locations 
worldwide to commemorate Earth Day 
2024.

Youth Outreach: Our programs across 
India reached 100 000+ young people 
and our nationwide contests included: 
Indigenous Art, Art for Change, an Eco-
quiz, Morning Assembly, and the twelfth 
Digital Earth Reel film-making contest! 
Our school events in Delhi with the 
Eco Roots Foundation189 and Waste to 
Wonder were a huge success.

Clean Cooking Star: We partnered with 
Clean Cooking Alliance190 to nominate 
Clean Cooking Stars191 globally to honor 
people working in the clean cooking 
industry in a range of capacities – inventors, 
business leaders, activists and researchers.

Farmers For Earth: Women farmers 
have received EDO sponsored training 
on sustainable farming techniques, such 
as composting, to minimize the use 
of chemical-based fertilizers, through 
training seminars arranged in collabo-
ration with Gorakhpur Environmental 
Action Group.

Canopy Project: We crossed the 
one billion mark in the Trees for Earth 
Pledges campaign. The total pledges/
trees planted in India since 2016 is 
1.28 billion.

Ripu Daman Bevli: Earth Day Net-
work-India Ambassador and #Athlete-
ForTheEarth, the Plogman of India, Ripu, 
is partnering with us for the #LitterFree-
India Champions campaign to recognize 
individuals making a significant impact 
through plogging.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qHCIQoOefzJrY4JJD2cFau17Q9LYcTskXrBOdUQzRJQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.artofliving.org/in-en/faith-sri-sri-ravi-shankar
https://www.ecorootsfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/cleancookingalliance
https://www.facebook.com/earthdaynetworkindia/videos/985984623174296
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EARTH DAY NETWORK, India, making the news

 SOCIAL MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS HIGHLIGHTS: INDIA

A huge media outreach has led to a total of electronic, social, and print potential 
impressions of a staggering 3,129,320,000 (3.12 billion). Here’s what drove it:

 z EDO’s Regional Director SE Asia, interview with ABP and a deep dive print inter-
view192 on our work in India featured on the editorial pages of all editions of India’s 
top regional language media house, Lokmat.

 z The Great Global Cleanup was huge in India this year and attracted a lot of key 
coverage: Packaging South Asia193, BizzBuzz194, ETN Magazine195, Hindustan 
Times196, CXO Today197, Business News This Week198, Online Media Cafe News199, 
Media Bulletin News200, Sambad201, Free Press Journal202, The Economic Times.203 
🔗 Link to India’s media folder.

 z Planet vs. Plastics Podcasts: Earth Day Network team in India in produced 
18 Podcasts204 featuring experts, field activists, and thought leaders. The Earth 
Month episodes featured our DC team.

 z Our President’s speech screened [¡¡no access] at the International Advertising 
Association’s Olive Crown awards, in Mumbai, drove major media pick up

 z Wildlife Protected Areas vs. Plastics:205 This webinar brought together renowned 
foresters, policymakers, leaders of non-governmental organizations, and officials 
from the plastic users and producers sector.

 z Planet Vs. Plastics Toolkit:206 Earth Day Network India created a toolkit on elimi-
nating the use of single-use plastic, presented to his holiness Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 
(who has a devotee base of half a billion followers).

 z Tom Cosgrove featured on Strat News: Global Compass: Navigating Earth Day’s 
Importance � Exclusive Interview with EARTHDAY. ORG’s Tom Cosgrove207 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=b9TUQpbALm9NeZ9y&v=w3d4E496230&feature=youtu.be&themeRefresh=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=b9TUQpbALm9NeZ9y&v=w3d4E496230&feature=youtu.be&themeRefresh=1
https://packagingsouthasia.com/type-of-article/industry-news/kabadiwalla-connect/
https://www.bizzbuzz.news/industry/energy/ces-collaborates-with-earthdayorg-kabadiwalla-1308477
https://etn.news/buzz/earthday-ces-battery-e-waste-cleanup-initiative-india
https://www.hindustantimes.com/environment/ces-partners-with-earthday-org-kabadiwalla-connect-to-handle-battery-ewaste-101713520224032.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/environment/ces-partners-with-earthday-org-kabadiwalla-connect-to-handle-battery-ewaste-101713520224032.html
https://cxotoday.com/press-release/customized-energy-solutions-ces-partners-with-earthday-org-and-kabadiwalla-connect-to-handle-battery-e-waste/
https://businessnewsthisweek.com/business/earth-day-network-india-announces-partnership-with-kabadiwalla-connect-for-the-great-global-cleanup-heroes-campaign/
https://onlinemediacafe.com/business/earth-day-network-india-announces-partnership-with-kabadiwalla-connect-for-the-great-global-cleanup-heroes-campaign/
https://mediabulletins.com/business/earth-day-network-india-announces-partnership-with-kabadiwalla-connect-for-the-great-global-cleanup-heroes-campaign/
https://sambadenglish.com/earth-day-networks-asian-head-karuna-singh-to-grace-sambad-ceo-conlave/#google_vignette
https://www.freepressjournal.in/lifestyle/we-have-more-than-12-billion-pledges-to-protect-the-earth-says-karuna-singh-regional-director-earth-day-network
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india-unlimited/csr/policy/world-earth-day-2024-date-significance-and-why-planet-vs-plastics-is-theme-of-this-year-what-can-you-do/articleshow/109487196.cms?from=mdr
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pJM_0nOIQegP_gkh_uHatC9cwoi93S2N?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/KPNw_dYrd2Q?si=W7CpDeapFvFJzGSb
https://earthday-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/officeofregionaldirector_earthday_org/Ea9-KVABpM5BhU_zZLFV9AEBFm_TEFB1GlXqLavX_JP4rg?e=xxhJsl&nav=eyJwbGF5YmFja09wdGlvbnMiOnt9LCJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJtaXMiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJwb3N0cm9sbC1jb3B5bGluayIsInJlZmVycmFsUGxheWJhY2tTZXNzaW9uSWQiOiIyMTg1ZjgwMS04MGZkLTRkZGEtYWFmYy05NTBmOGE0NjdiNjQifX0%3d&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bWFqdW1kYXJAZWFydGhkYXkub3JnfGRmMWFhMDE1ODc3MzQ4NmI5YWQ2MDhkYzcwZmI4Yzg1fDgwYzU2YjdjYmFkYTRkMTA5MTFhYzBlYTVhZTA1YTY1fDB8MHw2Mzg1MDk0NzI5Mzk3NTk5OTV8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjA9fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=WmQvazRXckJqcUFESW5WRS9nTnI2MzRYL3BWVmNZc2hyT0tZcHdVTHRNOD0%3d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PA9M576utoU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kJtkGjtK6T_quT4d3APEyNNgrRdr3xad/view
https://stratnewsglobal.com/global-compass/global-compass-navigating-earth-days-importance-exclusive-interview-with-earthday-orgs-tom-cosgrove/
https://stratnewsglobal.com/global-compass/global-compass-navigating-earth-days-importance-exclusive-interview-with-earthday-orgs-tom-cosgrove/
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EDO SOUTH AMERICA
The goal for our 2024 campaign was to promote the inclusion of Climate Education into 
South American nation’s NDCs, as well as securing multilateral funding, initiating Great 
Global Cleanup efforts, promoting fashion sustainability, and advocating for a strong 
UN Global Plastic Treaty. Additionally, the campaign sought to coordinate actions with 
international events such as G-20, COP 29, COP 30 [¡¡password needed], BRICK 2025, 
MERCOSUR, and engage with business stakeholders.

In the last six months we have engaged 
with over 2,000 volunteers across 11 coun-
tries in South America and established 
ourselves as a key player in climate 

education initiatives. Our collabora-
tion with global faith groups and active 
involvement in climate education dis-
cussions at events like G20 and COP 30 
further solidify our position as a leading 
advocate for environmental awareness 
and action.

THE ‘ROPO’ BUS TOUR

An integral part of this plan was the suc-
cessful EARTHDAY2024 Road Show, that 
saw our EDO staff set out to cover over 
7,000 km across four South American 
countries (Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay 
and Chile) visiting eight major cities 
and meeting as many educators, policy 
makers, thought leaders and partners 
as he could. The campaign specifically 
aimed to establish ongoing field action 
within Brazilian states in the lead up to 
COP 30, and maintain engagement with 
future MERCOSUR208 events.

https://cop30.belem.pa.gov.br/
https://www.mercosur.int/quienes-somos/paises-del-mercosur/
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This endeavor stands out as a testament 
to EDO’s ability to mobilize diverse stake-
holders, including national, sub-national, 
and municipal governments, private 
firms, indigenous groups, youth organi-
zations, and environmental associations.

This event not only doubled our planned 
interviews once we were on the road but 
also forged sustainable partnerships, 
aimed at funding environmental educa-
tion programs. Additionally, our presence 

in the South Cone countries fostered 
meaningful dialogue and generated 
referrals for future, deeper engagement.

These successes are not only measur-
able through metrics such as increased 
interviews and volunteer engagement 
but also through our growing influence 
in media and recognition within regional 
and global environmental circles.

 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: SOUTH AMERICA

 z INTERVIEW TV CHILE209

 z URUGUAY TV COVERAGE INTERVIEW210

 z EDO’s South American dedicated YouTube page [¡¡Invalid Link]

 z Our projects drove significant media engagement, on the EARTH DAY SOUTH 
AMERICA, Web Page. ¡¡Invalid Link

 z We gained coverage in regional news outlets such as municipal governments’ 
news in Sao Paulo, Porto Alegre, and Lima.

 z Magical South American Roadshow Diary – Earth Day211 

Left: Rodolfo ‘Ropo’ Beltran, EDO’s Regional Director, South America, joined by his wife and EDO volunteer Zaida at the 
start of their bus roadtrip. Right: Rodolfo meeting students of Tremendas in Chile

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHLDetoH_vM
https://youtu.be/Zd0wOj_AxTU
https://www.earthday.org/ropos-magical-south-american-roadshow-diary/
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EDO CHINA
EARTHDAY.ORG collaborated with the China Biodiversity Conservation and Green Devel-
opment Foundation to active our Planet vs. Plastics campaign across the country.

MEDIA COVERAGE AND SOCIAL MEDIA ACROSS CHINA

Earth Day activities were highlighted 
on Chinese social media platforms, pro-
viding educational opportunities on the 
health impacts of plastics and activa-
tions on Earth Day campaigns broadly. 
A Planet vs. Plastics campaign video 
was filmed, receiving 500,000 shares, 
300,000 comments, and 600,000 likes. 
The campaign topic garnered nearly 
30 million views, with over 100,000 people 
posting photos under the campaign, pri-
marily aged 16–22, mainly high school 
and university students. 

Earth Day events were promoted in major 
media outlets across the entire county, 

including such outlets as People’s Daily, 
The Paper, Today’s Headlines, Dragon 
TV, IGS Foreign Language Channel, and 
News Channel.

Angelababy, with 
100 million Weibo 
followers and 
nearly 200 million 
followers across all 
platforms, became 
the 2024 Earth Day 
Ambassador for 
China.

SHANGHAI ANTI-PLASTICS CONCERT AND YOUTH ACTIVATION

The second annual Earth Day anti-plas-
tic themed concert was held at the Mer-
cedes-Benz Center in Shanghai (formerly 
the World Expo Pavilion), featuring per-
formances by renowned artists using 
unplugged, eco-friendly formats. Some 
instruments, such as the pianos and 
percussion, were made from recycled 

materials. The event promoted green 
performances, green audience practices, 
and green travel, which includes green 
aerobic exercises like running and cycling 
along the Huangpu River while cleaning 
up the riverside trash. Each performance 
attracted 20,000–30,000 spectators, with 
approximately 600,000 participants since 
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March 15. Ten well-known singers who 
performed at the center have called on 
their fans to actively practice anti-plastic 
and environmental protection principles. 

Each performance aims to leave no trash 
behind, promote plastic reduction, and 
recycle performance materials.

Children visiting the Mercedes-Benz 
Center were instructed to bring dispos-
able plastic items for recycling. Artists 
created instruments from the recycled 
materials, and 100 participating children 

were invited to perform on stage with 
the artists through a lottery. About 
20,000 children were estimated to 
participate. 

EARTH DAY CLIMATE EDUCATION — CHINA

 z During Earth Day, Jiangsu Voca-
tional College of Construction Tech-
nology launched an environmental 
awareness campaign212 as part of the 
“Planet vs. Plastics” initiative. This ini-
tiative highlighted their creativity and 
commitment to sustainability, aiming 
to deepen their understanding of 
environmental protection through 
engaging and fun interactions. 

 z On April 22, 2024, Sun Yat-sen Univer-
sity celebrated the Earth Day alongside 
its centennial and the 100th anniver-
sary of its Earth Science department. 
To commemorate these milestones 
and promote ecological civilization, 
the university organized a series of 
events213 focused on environmental 
protection. 

 z On April 22nd, Jiangnan University 
launched its Green Campus Culture 
Festival214 to mark Earth Day. The 

event included speeches by univer-
sity officials and a range of activities 
aimed at promoting environmental 
awareness, such as plogging, an eco-
friendly competition and a collabora-
tive clean-up effort.

 z On April 27, 2024, Nanjing University of 
Information Science and Technology 
hosted an Earth Day event themed 
“Cherish the Earth, Harmonious Coex-
istence of Humans and Nature,”215 
engaging all university students 
through a series of carnival-style activ-
ities designed to educate and enter-
tain. The Jiangsu Provincial Geomatics 
and Geographic Information Society 
and Hongwu North Road Elementary 
School in Nanjing also hosted events216 
under the same banner. 

 z On March 30, 2024, in anticipation of 
Earth Day, Xihua University hosted 
the 8th annual University Students’ 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MjM5NTQ5OTQ0Mg==&mid=2652431038&idx=2&sn=471bfd9da342d8f2d43ca14ef6b55bad&chksm=bcc5de2035a81257f773803be4c7db4ce92a9d2f2c5d78d533a2c6ea511b8ae592c84ea4fd33&scene=27
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MjM5NTQ5OTQ0Mg==&mid=2652431038&idx=2&sn=471bfd9da342d8f2d43ca14ef6b55bad&chksm=bcc5de2035a81257f773803be4c7db4ce92a9d2f2c5d78d533a2c6ea511b8ae592c84ea4fd33&scene=27
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzU4NzUyNzk2OQ==&mid=2247553072&idx=1&sn=7652e87d1ceaafadc62239eaeb048d49&chksm=fde8f27eca9f7b683d7bedf9577deb71ebb4b6d982d51814d60958bfb03b1f69e7fd0b5b8bae&scene=27
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzU4NzUyNzk2OQ==&mid=2247553072&idx=1&sn=7652e87d1ceaafadc62239eaeb048d49&chksm=fde8f27eca9f7b683d7bedf9577deb71ebb4b6d982d51814d60958bfb03b1f69e7fd0b5b8bae&scene=27
https://news.jiangnan.edu.cn/info/1070/91805.htm
https://news.jiangnan.edu.cn/info/1070/91805.htm
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzIzMDA1OTY2Mg==&mid=2649851280&idx=1&sn=de5dc6ab3b71e86c2611ba1d6a713879&chksm=f0bc1e71c7cb9767f07ada47acc5255ec19f786e7eea8e11a2b6dc1762369d5274ac5583ceff&scene=27
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzIzMDA1OTY2Mg==&mid=2649851280&idx=1&sn=de5dc6ab3b71e86c2611ba1d6a713879&chksm=f0bc1e71c7cb9767f07ada47acc5255ec19f786e7eea8e11a2b6dc1762369d5274ac5583ceff&scene=27
https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_27293369
https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1795017633174985077&wfr=spider&for=pc&searchword=大学校园,2024地球日
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Environmental Knowledge Com-
petition.217 This competition, which 
has been held seven times before, 
has engaged over nine million uni-
versity students from more than 
1,000 colleges and universities, receiv-
ing significant attention and support 
from leaders at various levels and 
making a substantial contribution to 
promoting and deepening environ-
mental conservation awareness. 

 z On April 19, 2024, in anticipation of 
Earth Day, Nanning Normal University 
Experimental School hosted a lecture 
by Dr. Qin Ben from the Guangxi 
Medicinal Botanical Garden. The event, 
part of the school’s “Doctor’s Lecture 
Series,”218 focused on the theme 
“Protect the Earth: Global Fight Against 
Plastic.” Dr. Qin’s lecture, delivered live 
to fifth-grade students and streamed 
to other classrooms, covered the 
origins and significance of Earth Day, 
the urgency of protecting the planet, 
and the impacts of plastic pollution. 

THE GREAT GLOBAL 
CLEANUP — CHINA

The “Planet vs. Plastics” campaign has held 
50+ Great Global Cleanup219 events and 
counting with an initial participation of 
1,864 people, collecting 3,658.7 kg of trash. 

Besides picking up plastic waste, the 
campaign also included environmental 
awareness education and supported local 
law enforcement in combating various envi-
ronmental violations, including discourag-
ing and reporting illegal activities such as 
poaching and selling wildlife. Additionally, 
river cleaning actions were conducted to 
regularly clear illegal fishing tools and old 
fishing nets, protecting wildlife resources 
and reducing plastic pollution in rivers.

https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1795017633174985077&wfr=spider&for=pc&searchword=大学校园,2024地球日
https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s?id=1795017633174985077&wfr=spider&for=pc&searchword=大学校园,2024地球日
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzIxNjc1NjI5Nw==&mid=2247493364&idx=1&sn=a9b6628d967956922568956a4426ed02&chksm=97869fd2a0f116c44b083b6c576836304ed603ea0890903031dc673fde42eb6f2a5ccb0cdf75&scene=27
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzIxNjc1NjI5Nw==&mid=2247493364&idx=1&sn=a9b6628d967956922568956a4426ed02&chksm=97869fd2a0f116c44b083b6c576836304ed603ea0890903031dc673fde42eb6f2a5ccb0cdf75&scene=27
https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_26545440
https://weibo.com/6050049746/5016101417127508
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OTHER HIGHLIGHTS/EVENTS ACROSS CHINA

 z The Earth Day China Youth Ambas-
sador Leo Lee held outdoor events to 
recycle ocean waste into frisbees when 
cleaning up trash in cities like Beijing 
and Qinhuangdao. About 500 teenag-
ers participated, and a documentary 
of the event was filmed.

 z This Earth Day, the “Traceless Forests” 
initiative was launched by Green Xia-
oxiang. The project, which promotes 
the “Leave No Trace” principles, seeks 
to redefine outdoor interactions and 
ensure the protection and preserva-
tion of natural landscapes.

 z Over a 5-month period coming out 
of Earth Day 2024, national U16 youth 
canoe races will be held in key rivers 
across China, launching environmen-
tal protection actions to safeguard the 
Yellow River and the Yangtze River. 
Over 3,000 young participants will join 
the cleanup events.

 z On April 20th, ahead of the 55th Earth 
Day, the “Green Walk Three Kilome-
ters” public benefit event was suc-
cessfully held by Green Xiaoxiang and 
Fangyuan Hui, attracting 300 family 
groups. 

 z Collaborating with the China Biodi-
versity Conservation and Green Devel-
opment Foundation to hold a youth 
plastic waste recycling installation art 
contest, expecting 5,000–8,000 partic-
ipants. The contest began on April 22 
and will last for three months. (Plastics 
art show will be held in July)
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EARTHDAY. ORG hosted a huge clean up and concert in Harare, Zimbabwe to mark Earth Day

EDO AFRICA
Earth Day 2024 marked another signifi-
cant milestone in our ongoing efforts to 
raise awareness about environmental 
issues and promote sustainable practices, 
with our Africa Coordinator making great 
headway spreading the EDO Theme 
and our mission to promote climate 
education.

SOCIAL MEDIA IN EDO AFRICA

In 2024, Earth Day Africa’s social media 
saw significant online participation, with 
millions of people across various social 
media platforms commemorating the 
event. On Twitter, over five million tweets 
were tagged with #EarthDayAfrica2024, 
highlighting a wide array of activities and 
initiatives. Instagram saw a similar level 
of engagement, with over four million 
posts and stories shared using the same 
hashtag. Facebook also had substan-
tial involvement, with many groups and 
pages dedicated to Earth Day activities, 

amounting to millions of posts and 
interactions.

ACTION IN AFRICA

We mobilized millions of people across 
Africa to take direct action with educa-
tional events and Great Global Cleanups 
taking place in South Africa, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Lesotho, 
and Gambia. For instance, In South Africa 
beach clean-ups were organized to 
remove plastic waste from coastal areas, 
highlighting the broader goal of reducing 
marine pollution .

EDO conducted a rally that mobilized 
more than 1800 participants to pick up 
waste, speak up against plastic pollution, 
and demand an end to plastic pollution 
at the University of Zimbabwe. Here are 
some highlights:
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 z Local government officials committed 
to outlawing the distribution of single 
use plastics by businesses in the city.

 z The University of Zimbabwe adminis-
tration has agreed to stop dispensing 
single-use plastics on campus.

 z Increased pressure was brought to 
bear on plastic producers to invest in 
more sustainable alternatives other 
than oil-based plastics.

 z As well as the rally itself there were 
various other events organized to com-
plement it such as: a panel discussion 
at the U.S. Embassy in Harare, UNEA 
in Nairobi Kenya and a roundtable dis-
cussion with the Environment, Climate 
and Sustainable Development Insti-
tute at the University of Zimbabwe.

 COMMUNICATION HIGHLIGHTS: AFRICA

 z Africa News picked up on our plastics campaign.220

 z We worked with Alliance Media across the continent to take the Plastics Doesn’t 
Give a Fork billboard campaign to Kenya, Namibia, Mauritius, Botswana, Ethiopia, 
Uganda and Zimbabwe: ALLIANCE MEDIA BILLBOARD CAMPAIGN IMAGERY 
ACROSS AFRICA. It ran for five straight days.

 z Africa Marks Earth Day With a Campaign Against Plastics – IDN (InDepthNews).221

 z Every Day is Earth Day222 – Blog, Iconic Africa, Today is Earth Day 2024223, FIM 
AFRICA IS JOINING FORCES WITH EARTHDAY. ORG THIS #EARTH DAY!224, Earth 
Day : Combating Climate Crises225 – Africa Outlook Magazine, Africanews.

 z South Africa: Activists clean up Cape Town beach in celebration of Earth Day.226

 z EDO had interviews on major news outlets, Capitalk, NRTV and ZBC.

 z ‘The Feed’ TV show227 and Radio.228

 z The use of various influencers and artists helped us reach a wider audience and 
amplify our message on social media such as Instagram, WhatsApp, and Facebook.

https://fr.africanews.com/amp/2024/04/22/journee-de-la-terre-un-appel-a-mettre-fin-au-plastique-a-usage-unique/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1K2hrYo80153b-K_7C84M-cPX8W9tm95r?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1K2hrYo80153b-K_7C84M-cPX8W9tm95r?usp=share_link
https://indepthnews.net/africa-marks-earth-day-with-a-campaign-against-plastics/
https://www.iconicafrica.com/every-day-is-earth-day/
https://www.greeningafrika.com/2024/04/22/earth-day/
https://fim-africa.com/2024/04/22/fim-africa-is-joining-forces-with-earthday-org-this-earthday/
https://fim-africa.com/2024/04/22/fim-africa-is-joining-forces-with-earthday-org-this-earthday/
https://www.africaoutlookmag.com/company-profiles/topical-focus/earth-day-combatting-climate-crises
https://www.africaoutlookmag.com/company-profiles/topical-focus/earth-day-combatting-climate-crises
https://www.africanews.com/2024/04/23/south-africa-activists-clean-up-cape-town-beach-in-celebration-of-earth-day//
https://x.com/TheFeedZW/status/1795388394467713384
https://x.com/jeanbetrand_/status/1791371626396688454
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